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Oldways and Newfa/bion n 
in St. James's Park.” 


01g. Gt Morrow to you, Good Mors 


zeting | 


row to you, Sir, Pray whuthewſo. 
faſt this Morning? 
New. I'm afraid the Wine will be all gone 
Your Servant, Sir, T muſt make Haſte. | 
Old. You are atraid the Wine will be a” 
gone !— and you muſt. make haſte !— Ther 
muſt be ſomething extraordinary in all th? 
and, be you never ſo much in Haſte, I'p 
miſe you III hold you faſt, till you tell m 
the meaning of it.— You! uſed to ſay you "% 
neyer drank at all, in a Morning, and now you © % 
are ſo very cager after it, that you can t ltay 
one Moment, to ask an old AIC: q N L 
how, he does. ZN 
New. Prithee, let me go. T am only going * 
to St. Martin's, for one ſingle Draugit. 
Od. I chought no Coffee- Houſes, at this end Si 
of the Town, « everdrew any Wine; but never 
Ar. A fear, f 
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fear, if that's all your Buiſneſs, you need not 


be in any ſuch great Hurry; I warrant you, 
you will find enough leir, for one Draught, 
tho you ſhould ſtay, and take a turn with me 


in the Mall — Prithee do; we ha'nt ſeen one 


another a great while. _ 
New. You miſtake the matter, Sir, 1 am 


going to no Coffee- Houſe, nor no T avern,— 


Im going to St. Martin s Church; and unleſs 
J get there pretty ſoon, I am ſure, there won't 
be ſo much as one go-dows leit: for I know a 


' Dozen, at leaſt, that will be there, who don't 


care for letting a Cup. go, when once they 
have got it at their Lips. 

Old. To St. Martin's Church ' T have heard, 
indeed, that they have a very fine Vault under 


it, but ſure they ha nt lett it out to / intmers? 


New. No, 3 let me go, Mou cant 
be ſo ignorant, as you pretend to bez You 


[= well enough, that there is a Sacrament 


St. Martin's every Sundays and Tm going 
to the Sacrament. 
Old. You Aſtoniſh me. 4 believe you have 


7 no occaſion for Wine, any where, Certainly, 
/ Frank, thou weret very drunk laſt night, and 


art not yet come to thy Senſes. 

- New. Then it ſeems, if a Perſon talks of 
going to the Sacrament, you take him to be 
Drunk ? 

O14. No Sir. I dont take you to be Drunk, 
for talking of going to the Sacrament — quite 


o:herwiſe ; I take it to be a very Serious 7 
fo 
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pan, any. 


don t care if I put off my Communion, till next 


+ 
Religions Duty, But, in good Truth, I think 
that no Sober Perſon, woud talk of going 
thither, in ſuch a thorghtleſs, Irreverent, man- 
ner, as you do at preſent.— Vou are running 
for a Draught of Wine at St. Martin s! I aſſure 
you Sir, Whatever Opinion you may have of 
me, as a declar d Free- thinker, your Behaviour 
in this Caſe, ſeems to me very blameable, and 
Licentious. 225 52 | 

New. It does? — Very likely. But, pray, 
my Blameable, and Licentious, Friend, ſince 
you put on ſuch a Grave Face, and talk ſo, 
Reverently, and Tremendouſly of the Sacra- 
ment, Doeſt thou know any thing, at all, of 
the matter > Doeſt thou know what the Sa- 
crament is? Since I find you ſo ignorant, I 
Sunday, and ſpend half an hour with you, be- 
fore Dinner, for your Edifcation. | 

Old. Why, really Sir, you ſeem fo very f. 
of ſomething, or other, that I don't compre- 
hend, that 1 don't care if I oblige you a little 
with an Opportunity of venting it. Tho It 
muſt tell you plainly, I ſcarce taink ſuch a 
Subject proper to be diſcours'd over, between 
you, and me, with ſo little Ceremony, as, I find, 
we are like to have abour it. TJ 
Mew. Oh! You don't! I believe you'll al- 
ter your Opinion of things, betore we part, 
for all that: There's Nobody upon yonder 
Bench, ſuppoſe we fit down a little? 

014. With all my Heart. $21 aha 
2 5 | a 2 New 
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New. Now, Sir, Pray tell me how long 


you have been out of the Country? - 
O14. Out of the Country? Why, what has 
my being in or out of the Country, to do with 
the Sacrament ? | 
New. Oh! A great deal, for if you hant 
been long out ot the Country, I take it for 
granted, that you have nor yet, heard of the 
Book, and if you have not heard of the Book, 
J am ſure you know nothing at all, about the 
Sacrament ; not the leaſt Syllable of it. So 
that J muſt begin, from the very Beginning, 
with you, and ask you, what you mean by 
receiving the Sacrament ? | 


Old. Prithee, what Book doeſt mean: 1 


came to Town but laſt Thurſday, and have 


heard nothing at all about Books, of any kind. 


J was fo tir'd with my Journey, that I han't 
been in Humour to enquire after any, and 
ſhoudn't have come abroad to Day, but that 


I had a mind to go to Church, which was but 
Juſt done, as I came into the Part; ſo that 


you wou'd have been too late, tho I hadnt 

{topp'd you. * 5 
Mew. No, No, I ſhou'd have been time e- 
nough for the Sacrament, and that's all I go 
for, I never miſs Sacrament Sundays. 

Old. Don't you? then J hope you have left 
oft your old Cuſtom, of drinking too much, 
at your Saturday Night's Clubb. | 

New. Oh! by no means, I uſed, formerly, 
to receive the Sacrament, not above — a 

; A car, 
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Year, becauſe 1 thought there was ſomet bing 


in it, and then, indeed, I uſed to live very _ 


Serupulonſly, and Regularly, for a Month or 
two, before hand, by way of Preparation: But 
now, I know that, that is all S, and Now- 
ſenſe, and that one need be at no trouble about 
it, Ithink I can't ſhew my ſelf a Chriſtian too 
often; and proteft ſeriouſly, that ſince J have 
read the New-Faſhion'd Accounts of Chriſtie 
anity, I begin to be extreamly fund of it. 
Old. And does this fine Book ,- which you 
talk of, teach you that there is no Prepara- 
tion neceſſary for receiving the Sacrament? 
New. Yes; It ſays ſo in the moſt plain, and 
Poſitive, expreſſions. And, if one does but 
conſider the matter, it cant poſſibly be other- 
wiſe, for, Pray Sir, let me ask you, what you 
take the Sacrament, or, as they call it, receiv- 
ing the Sacrament to be? | 
Ola. What do T take the Sacrament to be? 
a Ay, What do you take the Sacrament 
to be, | 75 | | 
014. Something, Sir, that extreamly mov'd 
me, when T heard it diſcours'd upon to Day, 
in the Pulpit, by a Gentleman who is Univer- 
ally eſteem d, both for his Learning and Piety, 
and ſeem'd to have quite different Notions of 
the Matter , from your New Teacher, who- 


ever he be, and which I cou'd not but ſfub- 


ſeribe to, with all my Heart, they ſeem'd ſo 
very Rational. OF ne Barone | 
New. I don't doubt it; becauſe, I "_—_ 
8 6 | e 
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| he argu'd from the old Faſbion'd Opinion, 
that the Sacrament was ſomething Myſterious, 
a Renewal of a Covenant, a mean of conveying 
to us ſome Supernatural Aſſiſtance, and which 
we were unqualify d to receive, till we had 
cleans'd our Souls, and Bodies, by Prayer, 
and Faſting ; He talk d, I'll lay a Wager, 
about Weading Garments, and that, as it was 
indecent to appear before an Earthly Prince, 
when we were under any Diſorder either of 
Body, or Mind: So it woud be much more 
ſo, and highly Preſumptuous, to addreſs our 
felves to Our Maker, and that upon a Stated, 
and Solemn, Account, without taking care 
to ſilence all our Unruly Paſſions, beforehand, 
which might either, juſtly, call down actual 
Puniſhment upon Us, or, at leaſt, render Us 
very improper Objects, of his Grace, and 
Favour.— Confeſs now, — wasn't his whole 
Sermon drawn from ſuch ſtale kind of 
nnen 8 
C.. It was ſo; and as He prov'd his Propo- 
ſition, that the Nature of the Sacrament was 
ſuch, as you have deſcrib'd it to be, the Cos- 
cluſions drawn from it, were certainly very I 1 
Rational. 42 l 
Atem. Right But ſuppoſe He did not prove 
the Nature of the Sacrament to be ſuch, as 1 
have deſcribd? — 
Od. But I tell you He did prove it; If 
youll allow the very Words of Scripture, | * 
Incerpreted after one, and the ſame, * „ 
| | Te} | on- 
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Conſtantly and Uniformly, by the immediate 


Succeſſors of the Apoſtles themſelves, and by 
all the Fathers of the Church, down to the 

preſent Times, to be any Proof of it. | 
New. Interpretations of Scripture , you 
Us by the Immediate Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles, and Antient Fathers of the Church. 


Very fine Proofs indeed! No, No, all thofe 


immediate Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, and 
Fathers of- the Church, as you call them, 
liv'd in the Times of Perſecution, which 
frighten d them o of their Senſes, ſo that 


what they ſay, ought to go for nothing. 


Be ſides, as we have the ſeli-fame Words of 
Scripture, to judge of, as well as They, and 
fince our New Falhion Commentators aflure 


Us, that they themſelves are Men of greater 


Learning, and Integrity than their Predeceſſors, 
we ought intirely to rely upon. them; and they 
tell us, that the Nature of the Sacrament, is 
not ſuch, according to the Scriptures, as it teems 
your Miniſter told you it was. 3 

Od What you ſay, Sir, is very true, that 


We have the ſelf-ſame Words of Scripture, 


that they had, but that, zherefore, we are as 
good Judges of the meaning of them, as the 
Antients were, does by no means follow ; for 
you know well enough, that tho the ſame 
Word, may be retain d in the fame Language, 


for ſeveral Centuries, the Ideas which are 


affix'd to that Word, may have been chang 4 
ſeveral times, which makes it, in ſome ſenſe, 
fake "oe 


f 
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not the ſame Word. And if it be allow! 


— 


that the ſenſe of Words may be chang d, tho 


the ſame manner of Writing, and Pronoun- 
cing, them, may be retaind; then it Neceſſa- 


rily tollows, that z#hoſe Perſons, who hvd | 


neareſt thoſe Times, wherein certain Words 
were written, or Spoken, muſt be the beſt 
Judges of the Senſe they were uſed in, by the 
Writer, or Speaker. And therefore your New: 
Faſbion Interpreters, which you ſeem to have 
ſuch a Value for, can't be ſaid to be as good 
Judges of Scripture, as thoſe, who liv d in or 
near the Scripture Ages. Tho I know your 
Argument has often been made uſe of, with 
Succeſs, to Puzzle the Ignorant. — As to 
what you ſay about the Antient Fathers, living 
in the Times of Perſecution, and being, there- 
by, frighted out of their Senſes; It is, I ſup- 
pole, the Vemfaſbion way of Arguing, and 
therefore T muſt Anſwer it, after the Wen- 
faſbion manner, by Laughing at it.— But I beg 
your Pardon Sir, I am breaking in upon your 
Province, and pretend to give you Inſtruction, 


- When you know your Promiſe is to Edify me. 


So if yow pleaſe to proceed, I am ready with 
both my Ears; you have ask d me, what I 
take the Sacrament to be, and I have told 
you — You ſeem not to like my Account, 
Pray, then, let us have your OW. 

New. Why, Tl tell you then, Receiving 
the Sacrament is no more than drinking a Health 
to any abſent Friend, you have a mind to Re- 
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ember. Tis juſt as when we ſay; To the 
| Glorious and Immortal Memory, And all the 
Rules concerning it, at its firſt Inſtitution, 
were no more, than I have ſeen compriſed, 


ds in the Poſey of my Old Grandmorher's Wed. 


4 ding-Ring — hen this you ſee, Remember me. 
ne Any Preparation, or Self. Examination, Any 
further than asking your ſelf whither, or no, 
you do really think of that Perſon; to whoſe 
1 ep you are drinking, and are willing to 
be of the Ciubb, as it were. I ay, any other 
Fuſs or Ceremony about it, is mere Prieficraf?, 
Preſumptuous Human Ordinance, and down- 
right -POPERY. _ . ol 

014. You Surpriſe me. 

New: I don't doubt that, But ſo the Matter 
is; the Book plainly tells Us ſo. | 

Ola. But, why does the Book even 9070 of 
ſo mucli Self-Examination, as whither, or no, 
Man does really. think of the perſon he re- 
members. 

New. Becauſe, you know, for one Perſon 
to Drint another Perſon's Health, without 
thinking of Him, wou'd be very abſurd. Pa 


tlink'as Impoſſible. But pray proceed. 
New: "Then, again, what Poſture do you 


in? 


15 . Od, Standing non ones Head to be 
e- SY 


1. New. Oh! you hve ſeen the Book, then, 
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Od. It wou'd ſo, indeed; and I fhou d 


imagine ie neceffiry to receive the Sacrament | 
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J find, and are only Pumping me, all this 


while, to know what J think of it. 
Old. No, I proteſt; I never heard, or ſaw, 
a Syllable of it, till you have been ſo Chari- 


table, as to bring me acquainted with it. 
- New. Why, then, Sir, let me tell you, you 


may and ong ht to receive it, ſtanding upon 
your Head, if ever it ſhou'd become the Fa- 


ſbien, to eat your other Victuals ſo, and the 


Book will Juſtify you in it; for it ſays, that 


ſince eating the Sacrament, is no more than 
eating a common Meal, accompany d with a 


ſuitable Remembrance , whatever Poſture is 
thought Decent, at a common Meal, whether 
it be Loſing upon your Elbows, or Saſſing in 
an Eaſy Chair, will be equally Decent, while 
we. partake of the Sacrament ; And inſtances 
in thoſe Countries, where they eat their 
Meat in a Groveling manner, upon a Carpet, 
which, it ſays, 1s full as good a Way as any 
other. es: 
Old. I ſuppoſe, then, for your part, You al- 
ways take a Napkin with you, to Church: Or 
do you, only ſpread your Handkerchief ? 
New. No; the old Faſhion is ſtill kept up, 
notwithſtanding - the Book, of the Miniſters 
Helping every Body, ſo that one don't dab 
ones Fingers, ſo much as to need wipeing. 
Beſides, you know, the Church Table-Cloths 
are ſo very large, that there is no Occaſion 
tor Napkins. | 8 
0/4, True. But how can you come * 
| or 


[ir] 


for the Rails ? 


New. Ha? Oh! in the next dition of the. 


Book, they ſay, that all Church-Wardens will 
be adviſed to remove them. 

01d. That will be very Convenient indeed ; 
But, pray, Sir, how do you fine Gentlemen do, 
about the Prayers, that always accompany 
this kind of Eating, and Drinking, at Church? 
Methinks it is ſo like ſaying Grace, before 
Meat, that it ſhou'd ſpoil your Stomachs. 

New. Oh! they are certainly to be left off; 
the Book ſays, poſitively, that they are an- 


neceſſary. 


Old. And, then, when the Whole of theſe. 


01d Faſhion Ceremonies are quite aboliſh'd, You 
and your Companions promiſe the Parſon the 
Honour of your Companies , every Sunday 
Morning, to take a Mhett with Him: 

New. Yes; really, We defign to be very 
conſtant Churchmen; and, if you ll promiſe 
me to keep the Secret, III tell you a Comi- 
cal piece of Revenge, Half a Dozen of Us 
have contriv d, againſt a Sawey, Impudent 
Prieſt, who Preach'd againſt Meſquerades. 

Old. What is it: Prithee tell me. = 

Mew. Why, Hah, Hah, Hah, we deſign 
to go altogether, one Sunday Morning, to his 
Church, when there is a Sacrament, Hah, Tons 
Hah, and break his Bank. 


014. Break His Bank! What do you mean? 


New. Was you never at a Faro-Table ? 
01g. No. 
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New. I Beg your Pardon, then, the Meta" 
phor was thrown away upon you. Why, we 
deſign, you muſt know, to place our ſelves 


ſo, that it is impoſſible but we muſt have 


the Cup given to every one of us, 'firſt; and 


each Man .deſigns: to ſee what is at the Bot- 
tom of it, before he parts with it. 


Old. Hah, Hah, Hah; that will be prodigi- 
ous Comical. 1 5 | 
New.. Ay, to ſee how the poor Parſon will 


flare, without daring to ſay one Word to Us; 


for we ſhall all be very richly Dreſs'd. And 
But—Hah, Hah, Hah, Ah Hah, Hah, Hah. 
Old. Hah, Hah, Hah ; it will really be pro- 
digious Comical. | 3 

New. No, No; IT wasn't laughing at that, 


Ha, Ha, Ha, I was laughing at a Thought, 


that this moment came into my Head, and 
which I didn't think of, when I read the Book, 
but which the Author, very- probably, de- 
ſign'd ſhou d be one Conſequence, of read- 
ing it. ö | 

Old. Prithee, what is it? 

New. This fame Book, I tell you, will 
break all the Giz-Shops ; and fave the Weſt 
22 Juſtices, the Trouble of ſuppreſſing 
them. : * | 
Old. Break the Gin-Shops ! 

„New. Break the Gin-Shops, I tell you,. — 


Mind if it don't The Author, certainly, 


Wrote it for that purpoſe. All things con- 
ſider d, He muſt have ſome ſuch Viech; = 


— 


SE: 
I can never be perſwaded, that He wrote it, 
e || altogether, as He ſays he did, for the fake of 
$ || two, or three, 0/4 Gentlewomen, in his Pariſh, 
e that the 0/a-faſbion Sacrament uſed to frightes « 
d into Fits: It was never ſo Terrible as that 
comes to, at the worſt, 0 1 
01d. How, Pray now, How will this good 
boot bring about ſuch a wiſh'd for Refor- 
mation? I begin to reliſh ſuch an Uſeful 
1 Il Treatiſe. NS OR . 
; Mew. Why, you know, when the Beggars, 
und common Tgnorant People, about town, 
sabo have all along been made to Believe, that 
)- Wie Sacrament is tuch a terrible thing, that 
one but ſtrictly Religious, and Prepared 
, erſons, may approach it, with Safety, ſhall 
t, Nonce be 1er into the Secret, that there is no- 
1d tung at all in it, and that they may Drink 
, Narament Wine, at any time, as Safely, and 
e- With little more Conſideration, than they 
Drink Wine, at a Tavern; They'll fave their 
Pockets, one Morning in Seven, you may 
depend on it, and inſtead of going to Places, 
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ill Fvhere they muſt pay for every ching, they 
i» Weill for, We ſhall ſee them flock in Shoals 


1g very Sunday to Church, and take their Morn- 
Ings Draught, Gratis. SES 5 he 
0/4. I comprehend you; and ſo the Gin- 
Ibops, will loſe their Seventh, and beſt part 
their buiſneſs, and be forcd to leave off 
n- WMWrade, Ws | | : 
New. Ay ; And T can't foreſee any thing, 
Pat can interrupt ſuch a Scheme. Ola. 


| = Old. No, truly, unleſs the Miniſter ſhou'd 
| rudely take it into his Head, to repel! all ſuch 
from the Sacrament, as can give no good ac- 
count of themſelves. Hasn't he ſome ſuch 
1 Power: | 8 | 
| New. Ha? What do you ſay? O! Yes. 
| J believe, he does, indeed, pretend to ſome 
ſuch Impertinent Authority, according to the 
Ola-faſhion Rules; But the Book has foreſeen 
that Objection, as well as your ſelf. And! 
don't doubt the Author will oblige them to 
part with it, whenever it 1s in his Power: 
I's For the Book ſays, clearly, that no ſuch Au- 
thority, ought to be put in Practice, Unleſs 
the Miniſter can tell for certain, whither, or 
b no, any Man has repented of his Sins; And 
WE...” unleſs the Perſon, who has a Fancy to take 
the Sacrament, can poſſibly be no Sufferer, by 
his Repulſion; and that, you know, woud 
be the very ſame thing, as to take the Rule 
1 quite away. For in both Caſes, there mull 
[| be two abſolute Impoſſibilities, previous to 
the Execution of it ; and a very Obvious one, 
With regard to the abovemention'd , Poor 
People, who muſt certainly be reckn'd Sufferers, 
if they are hindred from partaking of any 
thing, which all Chriſtians have a Common 
| Right to. Tho' to do the Author Juſtice, 1 
Il mult needs ſay, that, I believe he intended 
| | the laſt Salvo, for the Service of People 
Faſhion, who are fort d to receive he Sacrament 
before they can Hold a Place. * 


. r 3 
4 c 
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Old. To be ſure, he did. Lt 

New. Oh! He is a vaſtly Cunning Mart} 
and very remarkable for ſtanding by his 
Friends, I fancy they deſi, d him, to put that 
Clauſe in, And if I had been to have advis'd 
him, He ſhould have added one Regulation 
more concerning the Sacrament, and then, I 
think, it wou d have been a Clever and Com- 
pleat, Book, indeed. £153 

014. It is impoſſible, ſure, to add any thin 
to what you have told me already? | 

New. Yes, I think one may; and it is this. 
The Papiſts, you know, and other Super- 
ſtitious People, pretend to ſay, that when we 
Drink the Wine, by ſome Miraculous Power, 
or other, We drink Blood ; now, if the Book 
had but told us, that it wou d be much more 
Proper, to make uſe of White Wine, than Red 
Wine, as the Faſbion has been all along, it 
wou'd have taken away all ſuch ſcandalous 
Pretences, and made more People, ſtill, will- 
ng to partake of the Sacrament : Becauſe, 
moſt People like White Wine beſt, in a Mora- 
ing. And I cant fee, why the Author might 
not have made this one Polite Alteration 
more, as well as all the others; Becauſe no 
Papiſt, upon Earth, can pretend to ſay, that 
the Scriptures mention one Syllable of Red 
Wine, And fince there is no Poſitive Com- 
mand, for one Sort of Wine, more than 


mother, I think the Generality of Palates, 
ought to be conſider d, in the matter. Or, 
3 


4 Ig [ 16 ] . 


at leaſt, that the Mimſter ſhould be oblig'd to 


provide both White, and Red, that Folks 
might take their Choice. Had he done hit, 


He had done all, that we cou'd have deſi d 


of him. 7 


Ol. And, now Sir, you have. done, your 


Self; and given me the whole Subſtauce, of 
that Religious and Charitable Performance; 
which has ſo enkghten'd your Underſtanding, 
that inſtead of believing, as you us d to do, 
that the Sacrament was an Awefwl, and Tre- 
mendous Inſtitution , deſign'd not oniy for a 
bare Remembrance of the Death of Chriſt, 
but alſo for a Seal of that Pardon, which God 
had promis'd, to Repenting Sinners, and a 
Renewsl of that Covenant, which he firlt 
made with them, in Baptiſm, and a Mean 
ot conveying to them -that*Spiritual Grace, 
and Afliſtance, which was the thing Cove- 
nanted to be Granted, and which the Church, 
in all Ages, has declar d the very beſt of Men 
to ſtand in need of, and muſt neceſſarily obtain, 
before they can offer up to God any Sacrifice, 
that will be truly acceptable: The Cere- 
monies of which Inſtitution, as you have con- 
feſs d, your ſelf, you did not, formerly think 
Decent, or proper to be entei d upon, with- 
out a Previous Examination of your paſt Liſe, 
and Behaviour, in order to repent of thoſe 
Sins, which you had been guilty of, and 
frame new Reſolutions, of never committing 
the like, again: Which Sins you in at 

| | ay5z 


®” 
a iS _—__ "hy I _— ** 2 


3 TRI a > 
to | Days} hop d woud be blotted: out, by 
ks | your Partaking of the Body and Blond of 


is, | Chriff, in ſome ſuch Myſterious manner, as tne 


rd | Original Sin of Our firſt Parents, is waſh'd 


away by Baptiſm. I ſay, which has ſo far en- 


ur lighten d your Underſtanding, that inftead of 
of © believing all this, as you were contented to 
e; ¶ do, and practice, you zow think there is #0- 
ig, ing of any ſuch Religious Examination re- 
lo, quir d of you: But, that if you eat the Sacra- 


re- mental Bread, and drink the Wine, in any 


ra manner, whatever, that is uſually practicd, 
iſt, I at a Common Meal, calling to mind the Death 

od of Chriſt, you have done all that is commanded 
| 2 pou to do, and have no further advantage ta 
irſt N expect from it, than from tlie performance of 
any other Poſitive Duty. - | 
_ New, Yes Sir; this is the whole of the Book, 

as far as it relates to the Sacrament ; but it 
teaches us, likewiſe, at the end of it, a News 
Faſhion way of Praying, which, they ſay, tales 


part, I have not much conſiderd it. And 

now, pray Sir, tell me, if I haven't been as 
good as my Word, and made it very plain to 
you, that People have uo ſuch Occaſion to be 
Faid of the Sacrament, as they had formerly; 
and that you had 0 ſuch Reaſon to conclude 
me Fuddl d, for ſaying that I was going to St. 
Martin's Church, for a Draught of Wine: And 
pray tell me, freely, and ingenuoaſly, what: 
you think of all * know, very * 

e | that 
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that you are à much better Judge of theſe 
matters, than T pretend to be, and ſhou'd be 
very glad of your Opinion. | 

Old. Why, then Sir, to be as free with you, 
as 1 give me leave, I muſt tell you in the 
Fir/t , ce, that you have prov'd Nothing; 
but have only been telling me, what you have 
read, in ſome Strange, Monſtrous, Idle, Book, 
that has been lately Publiſh'd, and which, I 
find, has made very ſtrong Impreſſions upon 
you, without any Reaſon or Foundation, that 
I am acquainted with. And Secondly, that I 
am really concern d at the Ill State of Mind, 
you ſeem to be under, at preſent, from ha- 
ving read it. | 

New. Hey Day! Why you ſeem'd, all along, 
to approve of what I was ſaying ? 

Old. Far from it Sir, J aſſure you. I didnt 
care, indeed, much, to contradict you, for 
fear I ſhou dn t then have learnt your whole 
Notions of the Matter, and ſeen plainly what 
were the Natural Conſequences of ſuch a New 
Doctrine: But ſo far was I from hearing you 
with Satisfaction, that IT think my ſelf, in ſome 
meaſure, Criminal, for having given you an 
Opportunity, of venting ſo much Impiety, by. 


my ſo long attending to it: And that I cant I; 


make a more proper Atonement, for ſo doing, 
than to read over the Book, my ſelf, and Point 
out to you, the weakneſs of all thoſe Argu- 
ments, which ſeem to have impoſed upon 
you. You know I have made Divinity my 

| | con- 


19 


conſtant $tudy, tho not Profu't and OR 


fore hope you will not think me too Aſſu- 
ming, in Suppoſing my ſelf your Superior, 


in a Science, Which, T think, you will not 


ſay, you are much acquainted with. 
New. No, by no means; I ſhall think my 


ſelf extreamly oblig d to you, and declare, 


freely, that as I have no other Reaſon, my ſell, 
to believe, what I have been telling you, a- 
bout the Sacrament, than what T met with in 
that Boot: If you can make it appear to me, 
that thoſe Reaſons are falſe, I ſhall be very 
well pleaſed with it. For tho I ſhou'd be 
glad, I confeſs ; if the Practice of Religion 
cou'd be made more eaſy, than I find it to be; 

Yet, I ſincerely aſſure you, I wou'd, willing- 
ly, do my beſt to practice any that I thought 


lo Smooth an Appearance,  - 

Old. I can very: readily believe you, Sir, 
for T am ſure, that worthy Clergy- Man, your 
Uncle, who was your Guardian, us d to in- 
ſtruct both you, and me; in a quite different 
manner from this Book, when we. us'd, for- 
merly, to ſpend our Evenings together : And 
you always ſeem d to be very well convinc d, 


Ind fatisty'd, with his Lectures. How long, 


pray, has he been Dead ? 
New. About two Years, juſt as I came 


of 9 00 
| C2 
| Ola. 
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was true, and ſhou dn't care to have falſe 
Doctrine impos d upon me, tho it had W 
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Old. Well Sir, You promiſe me an Oppor- 
tunity, of Diſcourſing again with you, upon 
this Subject, alter I have read the Book, my 


ſelf: Will you Favour me, one Morning, with 
your Company at my Lodging? 


New. Whenever you Pleaſe. N 
Ola. Suppoſe, Saturday next. It can be no 


large thing, T believe, and by that time, I 
may have read it over, carefully. 


New. With all my Heart— No, 1 it ĩsnꝰt a- 


bove one Days reading. 


Old. And did you, realy, nd one rr 


Day in reading it ? 


New. I really did. 

Ola. And, Pray, how came you to do it? 
I have heard your Stuaies have lain quite 4 
not her way, ſince your Uncle's Death, and 
you have been in Poſſeſſion of your Efate. 

New. I confeſs ] did it out * mere Curi- 


oſity, A upon account of the ſuppoſed Au- 


thor of it. 

01d. Is there no Name to it, then 2 

New. No. 

Old. Some Poſthumous Work, I ſuppoſe, of 
TINDAL's? 

New, No, 

01a/ WOOLSTON's 2 + 

New. No-—The Toms indeed ſoſpefts, that 
it was written, as you imagine, by one of 
other of them, but the Preface tells us that 
the Author was formerly a Miniſter, of a Pa- 
rith in London, and I am credibly inform d 
that he was ſo, | Ola. 


Old. Who can that be?* _ 
New. I de ſire to be excuſed 8 you * 
Name, at preſent. When you have read the 


Book, you will, very probably, find it out.— 


So, Sir, till Sarur day or nay, I am your very 
humble Servant. 

o But you haven't told me the Tie of 
this Book, all the while. 

New. Oh! ſend tõ any of the Skops, in 
Town, for the New Book about the Sacramept, 
and you can't miſs of it. 


Old. Sir your humble Servant, I ſhall de | 


pend upon Saturday Morning. 


New. Without tail— Ar your old N 


ngs, I 8 | 
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Old. New. 


Ola. H! Mr. Nemfaſbion, I am very 
glad to ſee you; I began to be 


atraid I ſhou du t have had your 

Company, this Morning; I was in hopes you 
wou'd have drank your Tea with me: But 
you have made it fo late, I take it for grant- 
ed, you have Breatfaſted already. It you 
haven't, the Things are but juſt taken away, 
and we will have ſome immediately. - 
New. Sir I have Breakfaſted; and heartily 
beg your Pardon, if I have made you wait 
for me: I had a particular Friend call'd upon 
me, about a little Buiſneſs, juſt as T was com- 
ing out, and I cou dnt poſſibly get from him 
ſooner. | | 
Old. Well, Sir, I have read the Book, and 


if you pleaſe to fit down, I don't doubt, but 


J ſhall be able to convince you, that the Chief 
Doctrine contain d in it, is Falſe ; That it is 
written with a great deal of Spleen, againſt 
the Church of England; and that the Propage- 
tion of ſuch Opinions, as it teaches, wou d be 
of very pernicious Conſequence, to the Chri- 


ſlian Church, in General. 


New. And I have read it, J aſſure you, Sir, 
again, my ſelf; and am ſarry to find you have 
A no 


han, wt 


a K © Mm” ww 


I 
no better Opinion of it: For I Know-, ow, 
for certain, who was the Aut hor of it; and am 
perſwaded, that a Man of his Learning, cou d 
not but vom the true Doctrine, of ſo Eſſential 

I Point ig Religion as the Sacrament, and that 

ry || one of his Sincerity, wou'd never diſguiſe it, 

be © and that therefore what He ſays, muſt be right. 
ur | 04: Since, I find; Sir, you are fo ſtrongly 
on 1 Biſs'd in favour of the Book, from a, Per- 

ut N fwaſion. of the Author's Sincerity; Before I 

at- enter upon my Arguments, to prove his Do- 

ou Arine falſe, I think it very proper, to remove 

„chat Prejudice, and prove to you, that he 

un not be that Sincere Man, you take him 

to be. 1 

New. If you are able to do that, I ſhall 
yield you haf the Victory; For, I confeſs, 

that the Authority of the Writer, has gone a 

great way with me. | | | 

014. I have been told ſince I faw you, that 
great many others have been Seduc d by it, 

5 well as your Self. I don't therefore, Pleaſe 

to take notice, deſign to prove his Doctrine 

to be falſe, becauſe he is an Paſincere Man, but I 

telign by a Proof of his Inſincerity, to remove 

the Prejudice of his Authority, and thereby 
gain a fair Hearing. 3 has 
Mew. Your Proceeding is Reaſonable. _ 
Ola. Let me, then, ask you, Sir, in order 

Sir, Io prove his Inſincerity, does the Author of 

have the Book, in Diſpute, I include the Prayers at 

no the end of it, as well as What relates, more 
5 8 
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immediately, to the Sacrament, I ſay, does 


He profeſs himſelf a Chriſtian * 15 
New. A Chriſtian! Why then, it ſeems, 
you can't gge/'s at the Author. 


On. Nor do I trouble my ſelf about it; 
you, it ſeems, know who he is, and L ask y ou, 


if he profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian? * 
New: A Chriſtian | Yes, that he does, III 
promiſe you; | 1 | 
Old. And continues to hold any Spiritual 
Preferment, in the Church of England] for, I 
think, he gives us a Hint, in his Preface, that 
he was, formerly, a Benefice'd 1 
in London; and you told me, at our laſt meet- 
ing, that you knew it to be true. 
New. You make me Laugh. —. Yes; And 
continues to hold his Spiritual Preferment, in 
the Church of England. I dare fay , he 
woudn't take Twenty Thouſand Pounds, to 


part with it. | 
Old. Then, I fay, he is a very Inſincere 


Man. 


For, in the firft place, that He can t be 


a true Chriſtian, may be proy'd thus: Who- 


ever does not Believe Chriſt to be really and 
truly God, Whoever does not Believe, that 
without the Application of His Merits, there 
is no Salvation, Whoever does not acknow- 
ledge the Perſonality and Godhead of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and that without the Aiſt ance of Gods 
Holy Spirit, we can do no Good Works at all; 
cannot poſſibly be a true Chriſtian. 


New. Pleaſe, Sir, to prove this nee 


[ 27 | * 

014. To be a true Chriſtian, or to have the 
Catholick Faith, is this: To Believe, and con- 
dels, that our Lord Teſus Chriſt, the Son of 
God, is GOD and Man. This appears from 
the Athanaſian Creed, acknowlegg d to be true, 
by the whole C atholick Church, and prov'd fo, 
as to this Point, from the Words of Scripture, 
it ſelf.— © Take heed unto your Selues, and to all 
the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 

70 Overſeers, to feed the Church of God which 
* he hath purchaſed with his own Blood, Acts 20. 
28. Now ſince 'tis here plainly aſſerted, that 
the Church is purchas d by the Blood of GOD, 
and that Purchaſe was made by none but 
Chriſt, Chriſt muſt be acknowledg d, to be 
truly GOD. 1 Pet. 1. 18. 

That a true Chriſtian muſt Believe the Ne. 
ſity of. Chriſt's Merits , towards obtaining 
Salvation, appears from the Eleventh of the 
Thirty Nine Articles, of the Church of England, 
= tells us, that we are accounted Rig hteous 
before God, only for the Merit of our Lord 
and Saviour etch Chriſt, and not for our own 
Works, or Deſerving. And this Article is 
proy d from Roms. By the Works of 
the Law ſhall no Fle e be juſtify d. 


That a True Chriſtian mult, likewiſe, Be: 


leve the Perſonality, my Godbead, of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is taught by the ſame Athanaſian Creed, 
and prov d from various Texts of Scripture. 
In particular by St. Peter's ſaying to Anuanias, 


1 & hath Satan fili d thine Heart to lie 1 


D 


"LET 


;be Holy Ghoſt ? Thou haft mat lied unto Men, 
but unto GOD. A, 5. 3, 4. 
That a true Chriſtian muſt, allo, Bekeve the 
Supernatural Aſſiſtance, of God's Holy Spirit, 
or what the Church calls Grace, is evident 
from the expreſs words, of our Seviowr him- 
felt ; Without me, that is, my Alſiſtance, Jou 
tan 40 nothing. John 15. 5. © 
_ New. Very well, Sir, all this, I confeſs, does 
fully prove your Propoſition And then, I ſup- 
pole, vou will go on to ſay, That the Author 
© of the Book does not Believe all, or any of theſe 
1 s, and therefore He is no true Chriſtian. 
x you make out this latter Sri 25 
as you have done the ffrſt, I ſhall then be 
forc'd to grant your Concluſſon, that he is 4 
yo Inſincere Man. But, if I don't greatly 
miſtake the matter, this part of the Story 
will deſerve much greater oppoſition. 
© Ola. J entreat you, Sir, to make it, where- 
ever you think proper. I declare my Self a 
a Sincere Lover of Truth; and for that only 
am contending. In a Diſpute of this Nature, 
there © _ to be no Compliment : If any 
thing, I ſhall ſay, appears falſe to you, in the 
Aeriion, or the Inferences I fhall draw from 
it, Weak and Hogical, tell it me, plainly, and 
X will proceed to no other Point, till I have 
ſacisfy'd you in the Firſt. 
Mew. You are a very fair Diſputant: 
014. Firſt, then, I fay, he cannot Reaſonably 
be believ'd to acknowledge the S 7 
Chriſt 


r 5 
er, Chriſt, becauſe thro out his whole Bock, he 
does not ance aſſert it; or give him one Attri- 

the I bute, that, ſtrictly, implies. it; But whatever 
"it, I he ſays of Him, ſeems, very ſtrongly, to im- 
ent Þf ply the Contrary. Thus p, 110. ſpeaking 0 
m. Faith, and Belief in Chriſt, for fear we ſhau'd 
cake the Phraſe to ſignify Believing in him, 
as GOD, He explains himſelf, and tells us 
what we are to Believe of Him; namely, 90 8 
He was ſent into the World by God; and ſo 
in all other Places, where-eyer he mention! 
Faith, or Belief, in Chriſt, he fixes the Sen 
of the Words, by adding, 4s our Maſter, ar 
Judge, or as ſent by God, And it is worth ob- 
ſerving, how very ſparingly the word Savio: 
is made uſe. of, and how often and affectedty 
he joins the Words Maſter and Diſciples, when- 
ever he ſpeaks of Chrift and Motint 9 55 
ther; as if His e Office was What 
erer he, chiefly, conſider d in Him, 
New, This, I think, is a very ſlender Proof 
nly of your 4ſſertion. You maintain that, the 
ure, ¶ Author of the Book does not Acknowledge 
any YN Chriſt tobe GOD, becauſe he never ca Him 
the co, thro', out his Work, or ſpeaks of Him in 
rom ſh a manner, as cou d induce us to believe, 
and I he acknowledges His Divinity. A man, . 
ly, may Believe a thing, we. telling us ſo, 
at every turn, And, Pech, when the Na- 
ture of his Subject didn 


e 

1 Subject didnt require it. He is 
wy Nat diſputing about FE Nag of C briſe, but 
bout the Nature of the Sacrament, 
iſ, | at FRG He ot Fern a Wig: 


1 > 


ing for. An 


„ 

Ola. T grant you, Sir, that what T ſay is no 
Strict Proof; nor will any aſſertion of this 
kind admit of one : The Secrets of Men's 
Hearts being known to God alone. But it is 
a very Preſumptive Argument, that he does 
not Believe it, when proleſſing himſelf to write 


for the Service of Chriſtianity, and at a time 
c, Day when the Divinity of Chriſt” has not 
only been call d in Queſtion, but abſolutely, 


and Publickly deny d, and tho his whole 
Diſcourſe is Relative to, and concerning, 
8 „he ſhou d not once ſpeak of Him as 
God, and, thereby, encourage Men to Believe 
it. His Subject, as you obſerve, is ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, the Nature of the Sacrament; But 
as a Diſcourſe upon the Sacrament muſt ne- 
ceſſarily contain very frequent mention of 
Chriſt, any thing concerning his Divine Attri- 
butes wou'd as properly be mention'd there, as 
in a ſet Treatiſe. f | 

New, I can't ſay, indeed, that it might not, 
if the Author had thought fit; But dont 
think that the Omiſſon of it proves ſo flrongly 


againſt him, as you wou'd have it do. 


Ola. Can you poſſibly believe, that a Hearty, 


and Sincere, Friend to Chriſtianity, wou'd 
Have omitted it?? ne 


4 : 


New. I think it poſſible he might: But cant 

ſay, much, for the Probability of it. 
Ol. Then oy grant me all T am contend- 
to convince you Sir, that you 


are not ſingle in your Opinion, that ſuch w_ 
, = I : „ 0 
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no of Preſumptive Arguments carry, ſometimes, 
his | very great Weight with them, give me leave 
n's | to remind you of a Period, or two, in a re- 
is ¶ markable Letter, that was publiſh'd in the 
ves London Journal, Sept. 1723, concerning the * 
ite I late Bp. Atterbury. The whole Letter was to ED. 
ime | Juſtify his Parliamentary Condemnation; where 
not © amongſt other good Reafons tor it, the Authur 
ly, Argues, That the Biſbop cou d never be 
ole I *thought a Sincere Friend to the King, be- 
ng, cauſe in all the courſe of his Defence, for 
| as I himlelf, He never once declares to have any 
eve I © Senſe of his Oaths to Him, or once acknow- 
edges his Right to theſe Kingdoms; He, 
carefully, ' avoids the mention of King 
Georges Name, or that of any belonging to 
' his Family; Ne never once difowns the Pye- 
tender s Right to the Crown, or declares even 
the coldeſt Reſolution againſt him; which 
' Ef things, continues he, cou d not be omitted 
1t, I *thro Haſte, or Inadvertence; or defect of Me- ' 
ont N *mory; But muſt be Deſignedly, Wilfully, and 
vl N *Deliberately, paſs'd over. It might have 
been anſwer d, as you do, in the Caſe before 
rty, us, The Biſbop's Buiſneſs was not to declare 
any thing about the King Title; He was ac- 
I of carrying on a Criminal Correſpondence = 
ant Wapainſt Him; al/that he was concern d about, 
I vas to Clear himſelf from that. But you ſee, 
nd- ſuch an Anſwer was not allow'd of; Nor do I 
you I think it owght to have been allow d of. When 
been Opporeuitie xlorded themielves, 0 
* * 


EEE. -- 
Acknowledging King George to be his true 
and Lanful Sovereign, a Man of Sincerity con d 
not, won d not, certainly, have omitted it. 
If the Author of the Book, we are now con- 
ſidering, ſhou d happen to have been. the 
Author of that Letter, for it was publiſh d 
without 4 Name, He wont think the ſame. Ar- 
gument, which I make uſe of againſt himſelf, 
Vnreaſonable or Incontluſive. But to come as 
near as poſſible, to a Strid, and Poſitive, Proof, 
that he does not Believe Chriſt's Divinity, take 
his ewa Word for it: while pag. 124; addreſs 
ing himſelf to God the Father, we hear him 
faying,.-Accept this Sincere Profeiſion of my 
Faith in Thee, the oniy true Gad, and in Jeſus 
Chriſt whom Thou haſt ſent; where the 
Words whom Thou haſt- ſent, being added to 
Chriſt alter he had declar d the Father to be the 
only true God, muſt neceſſarily ſignify that he 
Believ d in Chriſt only as a Divine Prophet, 
or Teacher, and not as God himſelf. And if 
any one after this, will ſay that he is a, Sincere 
Chriſtian, let him aſſign a Reaſon Why our 
Author in all his New Faſbion Prayers, at the 
end of his Book, does not addreſs one ſingle 
Petition to Chriſt : Nay takes ſuch particular 
care to exclude Him, that at his firſt ſetting out, 
he ſays to God the Father, 'Tentreat of Thee 
lone, as the Father and Judge of Mankind: 
And in his ſecond Prayer, that we ma) be 
t 
a 


1 iure not to miſtale him, he repeats again, 11 
| ſeek the Pardon of my Sins, from thy. Jar? 
n | | 
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ly Goodneſs abe. For if he dies Tincetely 
Believe, that Chriff is God equal withithe Fax 


ther, he cannot pretend to ſay, that, tho it is 
the Practice of all Churches, there is no n 
for Praying to him in Scripture: becauſe St. 
Stephen, who is propos d to us by Scripture 
35 an Example, is expreſsly ſaid to have Pri a 
to Chrift as God, in theſe Words, Lord Jeſus 
receive my Spirit. Acts 7. 59. And now I 
im mentioning his Prayers, give me leave to 
draw another Argument of his Iufucerity; 
even from them. He Profeſſes, all along, 
to be a Prodigious Admirer of his Maſter, 
is he affectedly calls our Saviour, at (every 
turn, and to Copie after Him, in every par- 
ticular, as His Diſciple : And yet; whereas 
Chrift, in the New Teſtament, declares Him- 
felt very much diſpleaſed with dag Prayers; 
and commands His Followers, when 
Pray, not to ule vain Repetirious, as the Hes 
then do, or to think they ſhou'd be heard for 
their web ſpeaking, and leaves them an Ex- 
imple of a Prayer, not exceeding Six, or Seven, 
Lines: Vet, I ſay, this cloſe Copier after Him, 

i; he pretends to be, when He teaches his om 
Diſciples, how they are to Pray, gives them a 
Pattern of ove Prayer that is ſcarce contain d 
Thee in Thirty full Pages, in Octavo, and is ſo in- 
Kind: ſupportably long, and-#edious, that the Good 

ay bel Men, himſelf, en ge to call out to 
ing I them, in the middle of it, and bids: them, it 
her- they are d, go and take a little Breath, 
aud then ATT it again. New. 


— 


— 


| on . 

- New. Pray, Pray, Sir, give me leave a little 
now. Theſe Inſtances that you have pro- 
duc'd, do certainly prove that he is no Sincere 
Chriſtian, with regard to his Belief of Chriſt's 
Divinity, which was your firſt Point: And ] 
won't pretend to defend him in it: But as to 
what you ſay about his long Prayer, tho' it 
is, manifeſtly, a Departure from our Saviours 
Example, which he pretends to follow, yet 
I think ſometbing may be ſaid, in his Favour, 
upon that Head.— In his Prayers he talks 
much of Union of Proteftants, and that their 
Differences in Religious Matters, ſhou dat 
extinguiſh the Fire of Love and Charity, or 
blow up another, to our entire Deſtruction, 
Now, I think, this Doctrine of long Prayer, 
will go a great way in Upiting. the Presbyte- 
rians and other Diſſenters, who are all mighty 
fond of long Prayer, with the Church of Eng- 
land, and therefore ſince he does it with a good 
intent, tho it be a Departure from our Sa- 
wiour's Example, we ought Charitably to 
pray for him, in the words of Naaman, 1 
this thing the Lord Pardon thy Servant. 

Ola. Since you are pleaſed to grant me my 
firſt Point, T won't diſpute with you your In- 
ſinuations, that what he teaches about la 
Prayer may have its Conveniencies: But wil 
only remark upon the Reaſons you offer, in 


his Behalf, that tho they may be Prudential 


Reaſons for a Man, they are not Conſcientious 
Reaſons for a Chriſtian — And now, * 
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ſhall proceed to my ſecond Objection againſt 
his Sincerity, that he does not Believe the Ne- 
ceſſity of Chriſt s Merits, towards our obtain- 
ing Salvation. And the proof of this will 


give me very little trouble: For in the Preface 
to his Prayers, p. 197. we find him faying, 
I can't here ſuffer my ſelf to direct any 
Chriſtians to ask the Pardon of their Sins 
*upon the bare Confeſſion of them, or to 
expect it merely upon their entreating For- 
giveneſs for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt: But 
have thought it agreeable to the Goſpel, to 
make it their own Diſpoſition and Act (Cu- 
rious Nonſexce! for one Man to talk of his 
making another Man's own. Diſpoſition, and 
Act) to ask and expect Forgiveneſs upon 
the Conditions only of forſaking their Sins, 
and the Amendment of their Lives. True 
No one ought to expect Forgiveneſs of their 
dins, upon Confeſſion oniy; or upon entreat- 


ing it upon the Merits of Chriſt only; But 


therefore does it follow, that we ought rea- 
ſonably to expect it, upon the Conditions of 
forſaking our Sins, and the actual Amend- 
ment of our Lives only ? No ſurely, There is 
a wide difference between relying upon either 
of them fing ly, and relying upon them in Con- 
junction with the Merits of Chriſt, which is 
the only true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doctrine 


not only of our on, but all other Chriſtian 


Churches. By teaching us, therefore, a Rely- 


ance upon good Works, only, it is plain, he 
wo, $8 * 


dan not Believe Chriſt's Merits Neceſſary. 
might here take notice of his Omiſſion df 
. KRepentance or Contrition as neceſſary to pre. 


[34] 
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cede our Hopes of Pardon, and which is, 
likewiſe, a Fundamental Doctrine of Chriſſi- 
axity : But I ſhall confine my ſelf ro thoſe Ar. 
ticles of Accuſation, which I have begun 
with ; and fay, Thirdly, That he does not Be- 
lieve the Perſonality, and Godhead, of the Hol 
Ghoſt, becauſe there is not owe Syllable in his 
Book, that looks that way. He is 16 extirth 
filent upon that Head, that his Readers might 


very fairly ſay to him, as the Epheſian Con- 


verts did to St. Paul: We have wot fo much is 
heard whither there be any Holy Gboſt. And 
the Reaſons are the fame, why he owght to 
have taken notice of the Holy Ghoſt, as we 


have already, mention d, concerning the Di- 
vinity of our Saviour. Beſides, that talking ſo 


much as he does, tho' very little to the put- 
pole, concerning Spiritual Gifts, in p. 1 38, &%. 
he cant pretend to ſay, that ſomtthing con- 


cerning the third Perſon of the Bleſſed Trim 


ty might not properly have been inferred. + 

New. But I hope you won t ſay he ſpeaks 
as little about Grace, Ni 7 Rl 
Old. No, Sir, I will do him Juſtite; He 
often mentions the Word Gyate, but then it 
is in ſuch a manner, as plainly: ſhes hie does 
not underſtand it, in the ſame Senſe, with the 


( briſtian Church; Which Defines Grare to be 


a Divive Supernatural At unce, whereby — 
19 | JN þ 


„ 
4 | Sons of Adam, who are all Mararalg inclin d 
to Ev, are Influene d in their Wills, to-. 


2 leads 


* 
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leads us to ſuch Diſpoſitions, as entitle us Fi. 
naliy to his Favour in Heaven. Both which 


Words Favour, being uſed in the fame Sen- 
tence, can't poſſibly be deny d to Signify the 
ſame thing: And as no Man can pretend to 
ſay, that God's Favour in Heaven can poſſibly 


ſignify God's Grace in Heaven, according to 


the Eccleſiaſtical Senſe of the Word: it se- 1 


ceſſarily follows, that the former Words pre- 
ſent Favour, muſt ſignify ſomething Diſtin 
from Grace, and that therefore, whenever he 


ſeems in any other Paſſages, of his Book, to 


allow of God's Grace, by ſpeaking of God's 
Favour, Guidance, Direction, or the like, he 
mult neceſſarily be underſtood to mean ſome- 
thing different from Grace, according to the 
Seriptural, and Eccleſiaſtical Notion of it. 
Which ſtrange aver ſeneſs of his to the thing, 
makes me believe he has really no more of it, 
than a certain Spaniſh Divine, whom Sir Wil. 
liam Temple cenſures, for not having ſo mach 
as an Honeſt French Lawyer, who going from 


the Bar, after he had entertain d the Audt 


ence, with an arangue, that he thought was 
ſomething to the Purpoſe, was heard mutter- 
ing to himſelf, Non nobis, Domine ; Non Mo 
bis: Whereas the Preſumptuous Spani ard, after 
he had heard an Account of the Prodigions 
Courage, and Conſtaney of St. Laurence, du- 
ring the Torments of his Martyrdom, wou d 
by no means allow it to be the effect of Gods 
Grace, but aſcrib d it, entirely, to the night 
: 4 


FS) 


fo Natural, Uniiiſted Spaniſh Valour.— And 
h | now' is your time; Sir, ff you have any er 
to offer in his Behalf, in Arreſt of Jad ment; 

e | for otherwiſe T ſhall proceed to Sentente, and 
o conclude, from. Ghar bas been 'prov'd againſt 
y | him, that your (age Author, & 15\no. Sincere 
0 Chriftien. „l 217 10 

e New, 1 thought 1 ſion d have had- a great 
e- 2 to ſay; But your laſt manner of explain- 
in his Words, and proving in wh4t' Senſe they 
n 54 to be underſtood, has cut me ſhort, and 
to prevented me. I deſigu' d, I confeſs, to have 
s turn d to ſeveral paſſages, in the Book, in op- 
16 Wl poſition to thoſe which you have alledg d a- 
e- gainſt him; But ſhall, now, only mention one, 


he Which T think can't poſſibly be explain d any 
t. N otherwiſe than according to, What vu call; 
che Eceleſſaſtica!l Senſe of the Word, Gract: 
it, Tis the latter end of one of his prayers p. 212. 
il. where he ſays, Guide me, O Lord, and go- 

bern me by thy Holy Spirit in my ſincere 
m © Endeavours to attain Everlaſting: Life.— 

1. Fray, what do you think of that? 

as 0: You certainly have made the 'frongeſt 


. Objection againſt me, in his Favour, with | 


„lation to 255 Article, that the whole Book 
er will admit of. For I confeſs that if Thad mer 
1 vith the /ke Expreſſions, in any other Author, 
u- Who had not at all explain d himſelf, upon 
d the Subject, nor given me Reaſons from other 
Is I Peſſages, in his Book, to believe that he didn't 
4 Vnderſtand the Words Spirit of God, or OT 
4: 0 
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we are upon this Topich, give me leave to ask 


in his ſenſe of the Word, to be an Inclination 
of our Wils, to Good, proceeding from M.. 


1 


of Cod. in the true ſenſe. of the Church: J 2 


ſhou d readily have granted that he did believe 1 
the Grace of God, in the ſame manner that 
the Charch does. But in thisCaſe, we can't 
do better than follow our Author's own Di- 
rections p, 96, and * Conſider the whole Tenor, 
© and Scope of the Writer, which will allways 
© beſt lead us to his moſt prabable meaning, in 
$ ſuch places as we cannot inthe cleareſt man- 
©ner explain. 

Mew. I have nothing to reply, But while 


you, Why we. may not as: well allow of Grace, 


tural Cauſes, if that will be equally ſerviceable 
to Us; and is more intelligible than the Ecceſ: i 
aft ical Senſe, which — 4 it to be the im. 
mediate Operation of the Deity, and looks 
more, as he calls it, like Charms, or Clock-warki 
I muſt own, I dont ſee any Ipcopvenienct in 
admitting ſuc h an Opinion, . 

Old. Yes, 5 Both an Tucompenience, an 
an Abfurdity would follow from it. For 
Grace be, not an immediate Influx of the D. 
vine Spirit, but an Operation of ag 
C anſes; then Grace cannot be Uniuerſal: oy 
cauſe Matura Cauſes cannot work upon q | 
Perſons alike, which the Divine In flux mut 
be allow d capable of doing. Some Perſons lg 
are incapable of being work Fr upon, by Nu . 
Cauſes, from want of , „ or ſuch 3 

fulſitient 
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iat Degree of Nesſas; as wilh enable 
chem to ſee the Conſequences 6f Things, by 
TY which Perception joy , Natural Cauſes, in 
i his ſenſe of the word Matural, muſt be fp. 
poſed to operate: Others, the t 
want a ſufficient Degree of Reaſon; and Under 
Alcmding, yet, have that Reaſon, and Utider- 
" ctanding ſo far blinded, by their p 
I, and Paſſions, that Netwal' Cauſes; in 
eber Caſe, can no more work upon them, than 
"Y: Load-ſtone upon à piece of Iron, if a piece 
of Mood, or "any other too - Groſs Mediam 
ide interpos d : Which Original defect 
of the Underſtanding - % ſelf, or Aden 
Jos Depravity, 22 che Pans, 
ea very equally, 1 
Inounted by the iftance of an A 
agent. Ik therefore we art nowledge that the 
Human Will muſt neceſſarily receive ſome Ex- 
fanebus Inelination towards Good, before it 
capable of purſuing it, which is 'the Doc: 
tine dor the Whole Chriſtian C 'hurch : The 
Grace of God, according to the Etcleſiaſtioal 
enſe of the Word, muſt weceſſerily be-allow'd 


Whos Powers are incapable of effecting ſuen 

Jnclination, ' Univerſally ; And by conſe- 
ſuence whoever-toes not admit of Grace, ac- 
cording to ſuch an Eeclefiaſtical ſenſe, admits 
ao Grace, at all, and hereby, Somers 
downright Pelagian. 


Ne clearly berceive'the force fs your 


hey don't 


verſally be furs 


o be that 924, Incliving, Power-: (becauſe all 


Did. If you Pleaſe then, Sir, Iwill proceed 


[40 ] 


Argument, and am convinc d by it. But as 
I enter'd upon this Conference with a Sincere 
Deſire of Inſtructiun, Which, from what I 
ſeveral times heard my Uncle, whom you 
mention d the other Day, ſpeak of you, I be- 
liev'd you was very capable of giving me: 
I muſt Ivgenuouſly confeſs my Ignorance, and 
ask you, further, Why, fince Grace is ſo Weceſ- 
ſary to all Men, God does not give it to all Men? 
Old. He does; and upon the moſt eaſy Con- 
ditions: There is no Promiſe more clear), 


and certainiy, made to us in Scripture, th i | 


that God will give us His Grace, if we ſincere- 
ly at it of him, for and thro the Merits of 
Chriſt Jeſus. Ask, ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, 
in St. Mart hew, and it ſball be given you. And 
inforces our Belief of it, by obſerving, that 
even a Man, a Natural Parent, will give ſuch 
good things to his Children, as they deſire 
of him; and concludes, from thence, very En. 
phatically: How much more ſhall your F. 
* ther, Which is in Heaven, give good things 
* to them that 4 Him. 
New. I am ſatisfy . 


to ſhew. you, as I propos d Secondly, that the 
Author of your Boot, muſt neceſſarily be an 
inſincere Man, if he continues his Prefer ment 


in the Church of Englae. 

New. Pray call it no more y Book, I be: 
gin to be aſbam d of it. Nn nen 
Ola. Lam glad to hear you ſay ſo: 1 hope 
BY - d 
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when we come a little further, to pive yoil 


fill better Reaſons for it. But that I may 


proceed Reg ularly as I intended: His Inſincerity, 
from Continuing his Eccleſiaſtical Prefer» 


ments, appears from Hence; Thar every one; 


before he can receive any Preferment, in the 
Church of England, muſt declare His Belief 
of all the Thirty Nine Articles of Religion, 


and not only do this by Word, but witneſs it, 


alſo, by a Subſcription, under his Hand, in 
Writing ; and that without any Reſerve, Ex- 
ception or Qualification, whatſoever: and 
likewiſe declare his unfeign'd 4ſſext and Con- 
ſent, to all, and every thing, contain d, and 
preſcrib d, in the Book call d the Boot of 
Common Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
trame nta & c. But that he does not Believe the 
Doctrine ſet forth by the Articles of Religi- 
on, or conſent to every thing contain d in 
the Book of Common- Prayer, appears from 


his not Believing ſuch things, as I have al- 


ready prov'd him not to Believe, and from 
his Diſſenting from the Doctrine contain d in 
the Church Catechiſm, which J ſhall more re- 
gularly prove upon him, by and by. If then 
his Preferment was given him, upon Condition 
of ſuch Belief, and Aſſent, which he knew, 
in his Heart, he was utterly a Stranger to: 
He muſt be a very inſincere man to actept of 
ſuch Preferment , and make ſuch Sul ſerip- 
tions. | 

F 


New, 
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Mew. I can't ſay that, For perhaps at the 
time of his Subſcribing , and Declaring his 
Aſſent, he did realy Believe, and aſſent, in 
ſuch a manner as he profeſs d to do, tho he 
might happen upon Good Grounds to change 

his Opinion, Afterwards. 15S; 26 aL 
Old. It is very true, Sir, But then a Man 
who acts Sincerely, and Conſcrentiouſly, will 
renounce his Preferment, upon ſuch change of 
Opinion; For tho the Lerter of the Law be, 
that you ſhall only declare your Belief, 
and Aſſent, at the tine of your receiving your 
Preferment : Yet the Iatentios of the Law is, 
manifeſtly, that you ſhall continue the one, as 
as long as you continue the other. For the 
ad and deſgn of the Law is not to ſearch out 
what is any particular Man's Beliet, at any 
particular Time, But to prevent any man, at 
any time, from teaching, Publickly, any ſuch 
Doctrine of his own, as is repuguam to the 
eſtabliſb d Doctrine of the Charch ; which he 
wou'd be enabled to do, ſhou'd he ever alter 
that Sound Belief, and Opinion, which was 
at firſt requir'din him, and yer keep his Prefer- 
mers, Whoever therefore coptinues to poſſeb 
thoſe Preferments, Abſolutely, which he 
knows were intruſted with him, upon Cov- 
dition, and is conſcious to himſelf of an Un- 
willingneſs, or Incapatity , to perform thoſe 
Conaztions: contmues his Poſſeſſion contra 
to the Intention of thoſe whom he at firſt en- 
ter d into Covenant with: and, by conſe- 
5 quence, 
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quence, cannot be ſaid to Act Uprighthy and 
R 
ew. Les; According to your ann Argus 
ment, I think a Perſon wey Conſeicnticnfyre.- 
tain his Preferment, tho he changes his Opini- 
on: For you fuppole the iatem of the Law- - 
giver to be no more, than a Prevention of any 
Perſon, from propagating thoſe Doctrines, and 
Opinions, which are contrary to the Eftabliſh'd 
Doctrines of the Church. If therefore a 
perſon does realiy Believe ſuch a Doctrine, as 
is requir d of Him, at the time of his Sub- 
ſeribing, and ſhou d afterwards change that 
Opinion, and yet never directih, or indiret#ly, 
oppoſe or tortradict ſuch a Doctrine: I think 
he Acts conformably to the Intention of the 
Langiuer, and may therefore be a Siacere 
man, tho he does not reſi his Preferment. 
014. I confeſs your Anſwer to be right, and 
Pertivent, and that I ſhou d have added to the 
Intention of the Lewgiver, the Poſitive Propar 
pation, of the true Faith, and Doctrine, by all 
luch as are promoted in the Church, as well as 
a bare prevention of the contrary. Which ad» - 
ditional Intention may as fairly be ſuppos d, as 
the other; and then, in that Caſe, no man 
can canſcientiau y retain his Preferment, upon 
change of thoſe Opinions, which he at firſt 
ſahftrib d to. But, however that matter be, 
Our Author myſt ſtand condenm d, from your 
on Conceſſions: for all that we know, of 
lis Change of Opinion, = e 
2 F 2 ab- 


. 


publiſh'd to the World, in Print; and which T 


have prov'd contrary to thoſe Articles, which 


. 


he at firſt ſubſcrib'd to. 


New. You have, nom, I confeſs, quite clear 


the matter, and J have nothing to reply to it. 
But think it very ſtrange , that a Man of ſo 
great Judgment and Learning, as the Author 


zs generally reputed to be, ſhou'd be ſo groſsly 


miſtaten in Affairs of this Nature, which he 


' muſt Neceſſarily have conſider d. 


Old. All that T have been proving to you, 
and which you have acknowledg d to be tn, 
will account, very well, for ſuch Proceedings. 
But ſince I find you are ſtill Bd, *as I 
doubt not but many otbers are, by his reputed 
Sag acity: I will endeavour to ſet you right 
upon that Score, likewiſe ; and ſhew you that 
he is liable to make as great miſtakes in his 
pies e and Comments, upon Scripture, 
as all thoſe who have gone before him, and 
whoſe Reputations in that way, he tramples 


upon, with ſo much Injuſtice. And the firſt 


Inſtance T ſhall give you of it, is from p. 59, 
of his Book ; where he firſt gives us the 20th 
and 21/} Verſes of 1 Cor. 11. When ye come 
Fogether therefore into One place, This is not t0 
eat the Lord's Supper. For in eating every one 
taketh before other, his own Supper: and one is 
hungry, and another is drunken : And then pro- 
ceeds to Paraphraſe upon them, in this man- 
ner: When therefore you come together, 


! proſeſſing to eat and drink in 9 


1 


e 


——_— OP 
* of your Maſter, and at the ſame time behave 
your ſelves indecently , as I have been in- 


orm d you do: 'This I tell you plainly is : 


not to eat the Lord's Supper as it ought to 


be eaten, according to the deſign of the In- 


' ſtitution : For as T hear, many of you be- 
have your ſelves rather as Perſons eating 


(your own Suppers, to ſatisfy and even in- 


dulge your own Appetites: Thoſe of you 
who are able to provide Plentifully for 
(themſelves, eating at that Feaſt, to which 
you join the Lord s Supper, without wait- 
ing tor their Poor Brethren, and not like 
perſons meeting to partake of a Common 
feaſt. And thus in the moſt indecent man- 
ner the Poor Man in this Aſſembly, is hun- 
tory without being ſatisfied, whilſt another 
who can ſupply himſelf plentifully, feaſts 


himſelf even beyond due bounds. And after- | 


wards proceeds to ſomething elſe. 
Mew. Very well, Sir, and pray where are 
the faults of this Paraphraſe, I think it very 
Natural. | 

Old. You ſhall ſee.— It ſuppoſes that the 
Coming together, which the Apoſtle reproves 
in the Corinthians,was to eat the Lord's Supper : 
whereas from the whole Tenor of his Diſ- 
courſe, it appears, plainly, that the Irregu- 
larities he condemns in them, was their ill 
Behaviour , at the time of their eating the 
Agape, or Feaſt of Charity, which the Primi- 


tive Chriſtians always Celebrated that day in 


which 


mL 


which they aſſembl d to eat the Lord's Supper; 
and zo any Irregularities they were guilty 
of, 1n receiving the Sacrament it ſelf. And 
this appears from a more Natural Conſtructi- 
on of the Words; This is not to eat the Lords 


Supper, and which will make the ſenſe of the 
Verſes to run thus: When you come to- 
* gether into one place; (This is not to cat 
the Lords Supper [that 1 am ſpeaking of, 
* but the Agape. | For the eating that I woud 
* condemn in you is where every one taketh 
before other his own Supper; that is the 
Rich, who bring ſtore of Proviſion a 

with them, eat it amongſt themſelves, and 
dont let the Poor have any ſhare of it, till 
© after they have done with it, and can eat 
no longer; which eating they ſometimes 
continue to very great excels (for as to 
* ſuch a manner of Eating, at the Lord's Supper, 
I know very well that cant poſſibly be 
done: The eftabliſh'd Rules of the Church 
© have ſetil d that matter, and you muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be all joint Partakers together, at 
one time.) Hitherto, therefore, which is 
all that ĩs contain d in thoſe two Verſes which 
are Paraphraſed by our Author, nothing 18 
faid about the Sacrament + Which is not men- 
tion'd by the Apoſtle, till the twenty-thirs 
Verſe, when he ſeems to bring it in as a Pa- 
tern, how they ſhou d behave themſelves at 
the Agape, by laying a Streſs upon the Words 


Null, Tate, Eat, Drink; or as St. Mather 
ex 
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pp nes, API 
expreſſes it, Drink you Al. Signifymg to 
them, that as their Savin e Charity, and Be- 
nevolence, was Univerſal, that as he was deſi- 
tous that 41 Faithful and Religious Chriſtians, 
ſhou'd be egi Partakers of the Bexefits of 
his Body broken, and Blood ſbed upon the Croft: 
ſo they ſhou'd take care not to appropriate to 
themſelves, the Good things of h, Life, but 
make an equal Diſfribution of them amongſt 
their Poor Brethten, when they met rope- 
ther, at their Common Feaſt of Charity. And 
having thus, occafionally, mention d the afFual 
receiving of the Lord's Supper, he very proper- 
ly goes on, to caution them againſt receiving 
it wnworthily, Verſe 28. Bet let x Man exa- 
mine himſelf, and ſo, or then let him Eat of 
tn Bread. Which is che fame, as if he had 
faid, and that Unworthineſs which I am cau- 
tioning you againſt will be avoided, if you 
do bur eine your Conſciences ſome time 
before receiving it, in order to ſee what things 
you have done, that require Repentance, and 
gain time, and opportunity of making Reſtitu- 
tion, and Satisfaction, to your Nerghbour, if 
by chance you have injur d him, and decla- 
ring by ſome publick and outward Act, that 
you are in Charity with all Men. aan 

New, Why really, Sir, this does ſeem tobe 
a fairer account of the matter. 

OA. Whither it be certuiniy the real mean- 


ing of the Paſſage, I will not preſume to ſay ; 
But this 1 Will afferms ;- that if oer Auphor's 
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Paraphraſe be allow'd, right, the Apoſtle mult || *. 

be ſuppoſed to argue very abſurdly.  - 1 
New. Why ſo? | 


c 
| a 
Old. Becauſe he muſt then tell the Corinthi- © tl 
ans, That he had been inform d that they dds 
not Eat the Lord's Supper Wortbily, or as it h 
- ought to be Eaten, according to the Defjgy 
of the Inſtitution. And why didn't they Eat a 
the Lords Supper, as it ought to be Eaten, 
according to the Deſn of the 1nſtitution? 
—Becaule they behaved themſelves as Per- a 
ſons eating their own Suppers, without wait 
ing for their Poor Brethren, and likewiſe eit 
x beyond due Bounds— Where ? When do the 
1 behave ſo indecently 2 At that Feaſt, to x 
they join the Lord's Supper. Pray obſerve — 
Not while they are «ally eating the Lords 
Supper: But at that Feaſt which they meet 
© at, before the Lord s Supper. 

New. Very well, Sir, and where is the 
Abſurzdity of all this? J profeſs I can't ſee it, 
Old. Let our Author tell you himſelf. — he- 
cauſe, ſays he, A profeſs d Chriſtian ; tho 
very blameable in ſome parts of the Conduct 
© of his paſt Life, who actually partakes of the 
Lord's Supper with that Religious Remem- 
* brance which is ſuitable to it: ſuch a one, 
I ſay, cannot be faid to do this particular 
* Action in an improper Way , or to eat this 
Bread or drink this Wine VUnworthily, that 
© 15 unſuitabiy to the Deſign of the Inſtitetion, 
< tho' he may; in other reſpefts, have 5 
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6 Alſurdities, and all of 4 piece, 


FT 
t himſelf VUaworthily or unſuitably to ſo Holy 
* a Religion. From eee, arily follows 
a very great -Abſurdity, in the Apoſtle, to tell 
the Corinthians that they didn't receive the 
Sacrament - Worthily : Becauſe they had be- 
hav'd themſelves indecently at the p. 
Mew. You impoſe upon me, 8 s 
after ſuch a plain aſſertion as this, the Apoſtle 
muſt he allow'd to argue very Abſurdly, _ 
Ola. I give you the Author's own words, I 
aſſure. you; As you will find them, p. 81. 
which he confirms by telling us again, p. 174. 
that the whole Duty of receiving the Sacra- 
ment is Comprehended within the Limits of 
Eating, and Drinking, with a due Remem- 
brance of Chriſt's Death. — And, p.121. 
bids us be aſſar d, that thoſe who partake of 
the Bread and Wine with a ſerious Remembrance 
of Chriſt's Death, cannot be in the number 
of thoſe who may juſt be ſaid to Eat or 
Drink . Uzworthily, But in Fact: ſuppoſing 
the Apo le had argud ſo, he wou d have ar- 
gud very conſiſtentiy. The Alſurdity is in 
our Author himſelf: to put ſuch an Argu- 
ment in the Apoſtle's Mouth, and then deſtroy 
It, by ſo plain, and Contradictory an Aſſertion, 
m atew Pages afterwards. Which makes him 
not to deſerve ſo good a Character, as he 
thinks Decent to beſtow upon PAPISTS, 
That they are generally Se/f-conſiſtent in their 
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New. This, I confeſs, has ſomethitig ſtag! 

ger d the great Opinion I had form'd of his 
Judgment. 8 


Old. Take another inſtance, of his {mall Ac- 


quaintance with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and the 
Rites, and Cuſtoms, of the Apbfotrek Ages, 


All highly zeceſſary for a good Interpreter of 


Scripture, from this fame Paraphraſe, which 
we have been Canvaſſing: It is where he 
ſuppoſes the Agape, to be a Feaſt Preceding 
the Celebration of the Lord's Supper, and 


not coming after it; as it certainly did in 


thoſe Days. | 
New. How can we be ſure of that, after ſuch 
a long Diſtance of tine: 

Old: The Fact is expreſly mention d, | by 


the moſt Early Writers; and no one Antient 


Author in ſinuates the contrary. - We have 
an account of it from the Primitive Chriſtians 
themſelves, who were 7adicially examin d, 
before Pliny, concerning that matter, in the 


Beginning of the ſecond Century, and aſſure 


him that their Caſtom was firſt to meet all to- 
gether, to celebrate the Lord's Supper, and 
then, after having returned a while (probably, 
as is il the Cuſtom amongſt Devost People, 
to their private Devotions) to meet again, 
aſterwards, and partake of the Agape, ot 
common Feaſt of Charity. Plin. Lib. X 
Epiſt. XCVII. which Cuſtom is likewile 
confirm'd by St. Chryſoſtome, who tells us, 
that When the frſ# Chriſtians had ended o” 
0 u — 


ene 
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F 8 
3: | Publick ſervice, and been all Partakers of the 
is Lord's Supper, they afterwards met at a Com: 

mon Feaſt, which was provided by the Rich, 
and to which all Poor Chriſtians were invited. 
e As you will find it in his 21ſt, and 29th 
„ Homil. Tom. V. So it is plain our Author 
of muſt have been ignorant of theſe Antient Au- 
ch thorities, and only borrow d his nem faſbion 
e Opinion, from two, or three, modern writers, 
who ſtarted up about Fourſcore years ago, 
d and cou d poſſibly know nothing of the matter. 
a New. This puts the cling: fever Doubt. 
l Old. It does certainly. But take two, or 
6 three, more Inſtances of the lite Nature, — 

New. No. Pray, Sir, fave your ſelf that 

0} trouble: J am fully ſatisfy d already, that he 
is not only an Inſincere Man, but a much 125 
Ve vworſe Critiet, and leſs Judicions Writer, than 
I took him to be, But notwit hſtanding all this, 
d, what he ſays about the Sacrament may be 


# 
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be true, tho J confeſs it is not To probable; and 
e I ſhall not give it up, unleſs you prove it o- 
6 therwiſe : And therefore I deſire you to pro- 


ceed to that. =; | 
I 0d. J am very willing, and prepared to do 
le, it: But don't think T am leſs good Natur d 
in, than our Author, Whatever opinion you may 
have of my other Qualifications. I am ſa- 
tisfy'd you muſt be tir d, by this time.— 
Suppoſe, therefore, as he ſays, you go and 
US, take Breath a little , and let us return to the 


Argument again, 


1 1 
r 


New. By ne no means. I am not in the leaſt 
tir d. 

014d. You are Complaiſait—T am ſure yay 
muſt— Pray let it be ſo. 

New. I have no Engagemeyt upon my Hands; 
Suppole, then, I come again at Four o " Clotk : 

Will that time ſuit you f 

Ola. Very well, Sir. | 

New. Till that time, then, I will rake my 
leave 'of you, 

Old. Sir, your Servant. 
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DiALOGUR III. 
R. Olaways 58 return to you, 


Pleaſure ; for, ſince I parted 


- 


with you, I have had a moſt convincing 


Proof, of the very bad Conſequences, of the 


Fundamental Doctrine of this Book of ours, 
upon which every thing that it ſays, concern- 


ing the Sacrament, ſeems, altogether, to de- 
pend. Tymean, that in. all Caſes we do our 


Duty, if we ſtick to the Letter of the Law: 


And that all beyond, or above, what is written, 
as it expreſſes it ſelf, 2. 18 1. is no better than 
a Dream. And ſince J find the Conſequences of 
its Doctrine to be Bad, I begin to ſuſpect 


that the Doctrine, it ſelf, muſt be ſo; and 


therefore ſhall gladly hear what you have to 
lay againſt it. | 

014. I don't doubt but You will, every 
Day, more and more, hear of the bad Conſe- 


quences of ſuch a Book: But pray what are 


theſe particular Inſtances, you have ſo lately 
met with? | 


' New, As I ſtepp'd into a Coffee- Hauſe, 1 
found a Toung Gentleman very angry with the 


Waiter, for not making more Haſte with his 
Tea; and Swearing, that if he thought he 


again, with -a great deal of 


” 
1 
- 
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ſhou'dn't 


CY: © 

. ſhou'dn't be Hang d for it, he wou d cat his 
Ears off. Upon which another, of his Ac- 
quaintance , who'ſeem'd a Grave, Senſible 
Man, faid ſure, Sir, there are other Laws 
which wou d reftr ain you, beſides the Law of 
the Land? Not that I know of, ſays the frf 
Gentleman. What think you, ſays his Friend, 
of the Math Commandment: Thos falt do 
#0 Murder, Why what of that ſays the other, 
I didnt fay Id Murder him. But ſure, re- 
ply'd his Triend, you think that 2d ſych kind 
of Violence Ind Oatrage arc forbidden by it, as 
well as Aus! Murder. Oh! by no means, 
faid the other, you might as well ſuppoſe that 
becauſe. I am Commanded not to Commit 
Adultery, I am therefore reſtrain d from ſpl 
Fornicetion. I ſhou d indeed think ſo, fays 
bis Friend. That may be, ſays the firſt Gen- 
tleman: But as we have 4 right to be Freed 
from all Impreſſions of Superſlition, The Nee 
Book, that is come out, about the Sacrament, 
aſſures Us, that We muſt not think above 
what is Written, of that which can receive 
its Value o»ly from what is Written; and 
that any thing beyond it, is no more than 


Dream. Page Sir, ſays he, do you qnind me, 


Page of the New Boot, about the Saerament, 
One Hundred, Eighty, and One. At which 
his Friend ſhook his Head, and went out of 
the Room; and for my own part I Was ſo 
Shock'd at his Inference, that I left the Room 
my ſelf, and came directly hither. 


o 
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is | | Old Lam ſorry, Sir, to hear that this Lal 
c- Book: has alreadydone ſo much Miſchief :. But 


le this Lucky Accident will fave me a great deal 


vs of trouble, by having Eaperimentally ſhewn 
of N you the Abſurdity ot always ſticking to the 
rf Ml Letter, tho no High; Figerative Expreſſions 
1d, be made uſe of by the Writer, the only, Caſe 
4 in which the Book will allow us to depart from 
er, N it: and which was the f#/: thing I deſign d to 
re- ¶ have prov d to you by Argument. But now I 
ad; ſhall directly proceed to my Promiſe, and ſnew 
s you that the main Doctrine contain d in te 
nd Bont, with relation to the Sacrament of the 
nit don t deſign to tire you with a Diſtourſe in 
Ferm, upon every Article of it, that I ſhall 
ays | Object to: but only give you a few, ſhort, 
en- Arguments; which. will be of |; ſome Ser- 
ces vice to you, at leaſt, till the matter is 
Ven more fully handled, by ſome abler Perſon,; 
nt, who, I don t doubt, will very fportly, appear 
in a more Copious, and Accurate, Diſſertation. 
Tho Laſſure you, that if you look into an 
Controverſial Books of Divinity, particularly 
the very Learned Dean Sherloct s UNION and 
| COMMUNION: with Chriſt, and his Defence 
ot it, you ill find the greateſt part of our 
Author's Abſurdities refuted, over, and over, 
alteady. But as Inſdels, and Heretichs, ſpring 
up every day, encourag d by reading the Pro- 
ductions of aue another, Without urging any 
othey r againſt the Trat, than * | 


„ ny. © 
has been made uſe of, atleaſt, Seventeen hundred 
times: that they mayn t pretend they are an- 
anſwer d, we are forc d to repeat the ſame Solu- 
tions of their Difficul:ies,' as had been before 
given them. But, before I go any further, you 
mult give me leave, Sir, to tell you; that tho 
the general Scope, and Tenor, of the Book, might 
Juſtify you in a /ow, and mean, Opinion of 
the Sacrament, and induce you, upon a Se- 
perfcial reading of it, to Imagine, that if you 
did but actually call to mind our Saviour's 
Death, at the time of receiving it, you might 
lawfully practice any other Indecencies, ſuch 
as you mention d the Other Day: yet, if you 

obſerve the Book cloſely, you will find, that 
by way of Salvo, It generally tacts the Word 
Suitable, to Remembrance, ſo that, to do it 
Juſtice, tho' it ſeems unwilling to allow the 
Inſtitution to be a Chriſtian Sacrament, yet it 
does not tell us that the Actual receiving of 
it, is conſiſtent with any actual Immorality, at 
the ſame time. So that you can have no Plea, 
not even from the Book, for talking in ſuch a 
Ludicrous, and Profane manner. Tho" 1 
think, never the leſs, we cannot ſufficiently 
condemn ſuch a Book, as is written in ſuch 4 
manner, as to be capable of ſucbh Immoral 
Conſt ructions. e wude, „ eee 

New. T acknowledge, Sir, the true Friendly- 
neſs of your Reproof ; and heartily thank you 
for it. And muſt confeſs that ſome Dit 
courſe, which paſs'd amongſt Us, the Night 


J 


betore | 
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before; at the Clubb, wands mention'd, 
where almoſt every one ag 
ſequences were fairly to be drawn from the 
Book, had made too ſtrong an Impreſſion 
upon me; and occaſion d my expreſſing my 
elf in ſuch a manner, as I did at our firf 
Meeting. But I am now Heartily 4% d 
and ſorry for it. And aſſure you, that, if by 
any Short, but Clear Arguments, you can 
enable me to wndeceive my Companions, I will 
make uſe of them, with the Utmoſt Sincerzty. 

Old. The Nature of our Conference will 
not permit my Arguments to be long; and 
lince you encourage my Endeavours, by the 


good wſe you promiſe to make of them, T will 


attempt your Satisfaction both ways. — Firſt, 
then, you muſt obſerve, that the Bool, ar ſet» 
ting out, argues that the Sacrament is an In- 
ſtituted Duty, and that no one can be a Judge, 
but the Inſtitutor himſelf, of what he deſign'd 
ſhould'be contain d in it: And that it cannot 
be doubted, but that Chriſt himſelf ſufficient- 
ly declared to his firſt, and immediate Fol- 
lowers, the whole of what he deſign d ſhou d 
be underſtood by, and imply d in it: And 
that all ſuch Explanations are contain'd in 
the firſt, and earlieſt, accounts of it: Which 
Earlieſt Accounts, are the Paſſages, in the 
New Teſtament, that relate to this Duty: 
And muſt be ſuppoſed all that was Weceſſa- 
towards a right Underſtanding of it: 


From: which the Author concludes, in ſe- 
it H veral 


that ſuch Con- 


F 

veral parts of his Book : That the Doctrind f 5 
a Neceſſary Conſecration of the || ,, 
Elements of the Lord's Supper by ſt 
a Priet.— Of a previous Self. Exa- IN 
mination neceſſary to a worthy re. 
ceiuing of thoſe Elements after Con. II 
ſecration.—Of any Benefits accruing filth 
zo us from the actual receiving of 
them.—Of the Sacrament it ſelf be. . 
ing any Renewal of a Covenant.— 
And laStly, Of ſome other Polture's 
being neceſſary for us to receive the 
Sacrament in, than what is De. 


cent at a Common Meal Not being 
declared to us in any Paſlages of the New 
Teſtament, is not Neceſſary for us to Believe 
or Practice. To which we Anſwer, in Ge- 
neral: that all theſe things are declared tous, 
in ſeveral Paſſages of the New Teſtament, ei- 
ther by the Letter, or by Neceſſary [mplics- 
tion: and therefore they are neceſſary for Us, 
both to Believe and Practice. — And Firſt, 
with regard to Bleſſing, or Conſecrating, the 
Elements; St. Matthew c. 26, v. 26. ſpeaking 
of the Sacrament, ſays, Jeſus took Bread, and 
Bleſſed it. To which our Author replies: 
The Word It, tho! it be found in our Tranſla- 
tion, is not in the Original; and if any Word, 
at all, is to be underſtood, it muſt be God. And 

| our 


[ 59 ] 
16 our Tranſlators, ſays he, were ſo ſenſible that 
the Original, in this place, did not require IT, 
co be inſerted, that they did not add it to St. 
1. ht 14. 22. tho the very ſame Greet Word 

* ine is uſed by Him, as was uſed by St. 


J Iutbew. Oh, Sincerity ! Our Printed Eng- 


„uh Tranſlation of St. Mark 14. 22. runs 
dus: Jeſus took Bread, and bleſſed, and brake it. 
Fer any Honelt Reader then tell us, whither 
or no It isn't as really added to bleſſed in this 
place, as in the former. But believing him- 


having given Thanks, and then we mult xe- 


* 

N celſarily exclude the Word It. And that the 
Word waeyions muſt ſignify d αE.ν he proves 

rom St. Matthews uſing the Word wes 

w 


vo 


ame Word that St. Luke and St. Paul 'uſe of 


no one can ſay, that Bleſſing the Bread, in 


Fay ſenſe different from giving Thanks to God 
„ Per it, was any more cedful or agreeable to 
ſt, Four Saviour's deſign, than doing the fame to 
he the Cup. To which we anſwer, again, that 


very Man of Learning might ſay, that it was 
ore agreeable to our Saviour s deſign, to Bleſs 

he Bread, in the Eccleſiaſtical Senſe of the 
ord, than to bleſs the Cup. Becauſe, as our 

Author himſelf allows, the Inſtitution of our 
d's Supper, was, in outward Circumſtances, 
| H 2 very 


lf, that this vo unt do, He will next have 
It, that the word ii, ſignifies e 


when he ſpeaks of the Cup; which being the 


the Bread; tui and waarias he ſays muſt 
eceſſarily ſignify the ſame thing: Becauſe 
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veral parts of his Book: That the Doctrine 
a Neceſſary Conſecration of the 


Elements of the Lord's Supper by 


a Prieg.— Of a previous Self-Exa- 


mination neceſſary to a worthy re. 
ceruing of thoſe Elements after Con. 
ſecration.—Of any Benefits accruing 
10 us from the actual receiving of 
them. —Of the Sacrament it ſelf be. 
ing any Renewal of a Covenant.— 
And laZily, Of ſome other Polture'; 
being neceſſary for us 10 receive the 
Sacrament in, than what tis De. 


cent at a Common Meal : Not being 
declared to us in any Paſſages of the Ney 
Teſtament, is not Neceſſary for us to Believe 
or Practice. To which we Anſwer, in Ge 
neral: that all theſe things are declared to us, 
in ſeveral Paſſages of the New Teſtament, ei- 
ther by the Letter, or by Neceſſary [mplics 
tion: and therefore they are neceſſary for Us, 
both to Believe and Practice. — And Firſt, 
with regard to Bleſſing, or Conſecrating, the 
Elements; St. Matthew c. 26, v. 26. (peaking 
of the Sacrament, ſays, Jeſus took Bread, ani 
Bleſſed it. To which our Author replies: 


The Word It, tho? it be found in our Trans 
tion, is not in the Original; and if any Word, 


at all, is to be underſtood, it muſt be God. And 
| = 
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y Ito be inſerted, that they did not add it to St. 


2. Berk 14. 22. tho the very ſame Greek-Word 
ue ine is uſed by Him, as was uſed by St. 


bs Matthew. Oh, Sixcerity ! Our Printed Eng- 


. un Tranſlation of St. Mark 14. 22. runs 
1g thus: Jeſus took Bread, and bleſſed, and brake it. 
of Et any Honelt Reader then tell us, whither 
or no Jt isn't as really added to bleſſed in this 
place, as in the former. But believing him- 


, that the word zg, ſignifies: cvxterrnony 
laing given Thanks, and then we muſt xe- 
eſarily exclude the Word It. And that the 


o. : 

6 Nord wwaoyions muſt ſignify doe] he proves 
ig Wrom St. Matthew s uſing the Word zeroes 
eW 


ime Word that St. Luke and St. Paul uſe of 
he Bread; d, and weurios he ſays muſt 
cceſſarily ſignify the ſame thing : ©* Becauſe 


e Wo one can ſay, that Bleſſing the Bread, in 
ay ſenſe different from giving Thanks to God 
Js, Pier it, was any more weedful or agreeable to 
lt, Wur Saviour's deſign, than doing the ſame to 
the Ie Cup. To which we anſwer, again, that 


very Man of Learning might ſay, that it was 
ore agreeable to our Saviour s deſign, to Bleſs 
ne Bread, in the Eccleſiaſtical Senſe of the 
lord, than to bleſs the Cup. Becauſe, as our 
thor himſelf allows, the Inſtitution of our 
4 Supper, was, in outward Circumſtances, 


Hs very 


nd our Tranſlators, ſays he, were ſo ſenſible that | 
the Original, in this place, did not require IT, 


lf, that this wou'dn't do, He will next have 


hen he ſpeaks of the Cap; which being the 
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very conformable to the Jewiſh Paſchal Supper : 
and the beſt Writers, amongſt the antient 
Jews, aſſure us, that part of that Paſchal Ce- 
remony conſiſted in an actual Bleſſing of the 
Bread it ſelf: But ſpeaking of the Mine, they 
only ſay, it was the Cuſtom to ſing Praiſes 
over it. Baſnage, Hiſt de Fuifs, Tom. 3. p.623. 
But we affirm, our Saviour bleſs d both. And, 
to return him his Argument, ſay, that doe 
uſed by St. Matthew and St. Merk concerning 
the Cap, muſt neceſſarily fignify dee 
becauſe, as he will have it, #vaoy ous ſigniſes 
dv N⁰,jẽ,: But, that Nie ſignifies an actu- 
al Bleſſing of the Bread, appears from St. Paul's 
ſaying 1 Cor. c. 10. v. 16. in a molt expiels 
manner, The Cup of Bleſſing which we bi 
7 evaoyiue ; therefore tvycarims muſt fignity 
an actual Bleſſing, too; and therefore likewile 
it is no Argument to ſay, that ivaeyions does 
not ſignify an actual Bleſſing when ſpoken of 
the Bread, becauſe it is the ſame with de 
which is ſpoken of the Cup: and by Conle- 
quence the Particle IT may very honeſtly and 
fairly be continu'd in our Tranſlation , 28 it 
ſtands at preſent, and the word iv ous mull 
neceſſarily ſignify that the Elements were af 
ally bleſs d, or Conſecrated. Which Conſerri- 
tion, as it appears to be an Eccleſiaſtical Nit, 
I think no one will pretend to ſay, can ever 
properly be perform'd by any but a Priel. 
What our Author ſays, in his Marginal Note 


to prove that even the laſt words, quoted ” 


— 
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St. Paul, cant ſignify any actual Bleſſing, is 
ſo very trifling, that Ithink it needleſs to re- 
peat it. But proceed, Secondly, to ſay, with 
regard to the Neceſſity of Sell Examination, 
that St. Paul tells us 1 Cor. 11. 28. Ler 4 
Mas examine himſelf, and ſo, or then, let him 
eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup, But 
here again our Author won't allow, that the 

word So ſignifies Then, tho he confeſſes that 
it ſeems to do ſo : But will have So to ſignify, 
in ſuch « manner, that is, inſtead of an Adverb 
of Time, he would have So, to be an Adverb 
of Simulitude, and the Senſe of the Verſe: Let 
i Man examine himſelf, and eat in in ſuch « 
manner of the Bread. But, to this we fay, 
that if the Word So, is to be underſtood as 
an Adverb of Similitude, it muſt neceſſarily 
be ſuppoſed Relative to ſomething going be- 
fore; and that, the Rules of Gr ammatixal Con- 
ſtruction tell us, is the immediate Antecedent 
of the lite Nature: And the Nature of the 
Similar Adverb So, ſhou d we grant it to be 
Similar, and not Temporal, being limited, by 
the ſubſequent Words, to Eating and Drink- 
ing, The immediate Antecedent, which any 
ways relates to Eating or Drinking, is, Unwor- 
thily; and then the Senſe of the Verſe muſt 
be, according to the Grammatical Conſtructi- 
on of it, quite contrary to the Apoſtle's 
meaning, and we muſt make him ſay, Let 
a Man examine himſelf, and let him VUnwor- 
* thily eat of that Bread. TEES 


New. 


CF 7 
Mew. In ſuch a Caſe, I dont ſee why we 
mayn # break thro' the Rules of Grammatical 
Conſtruction, in order to prevent a groſs 46- 
ſurdity, which wou d follow from preſerving 
them. 0 ä 

Old. True Sir: But I hope you won't ſay 
he is an Honeſt and fair Interpreter, who does 
it without Neceſſity : in order only, as he 
thints to make the Senſe Better. If the Senſe 
is ſufficiently good without it, you are oblig d 
ſtrictiy to adhere to al ſuch Rules: For other- 
wiſe an Interpreter makes his Author ſay, what 
he thinks he ſbou d have ſaid, and not what he 
does ſay. And in this Caſe our Author, him- 
ſelf, confeſſes that there is a fair, and good, 
Senſe to be put upon the Verſe, ſuppoſing 
that the common and obvious Senſe of the 
Word So be retain d. Nor is there any Truth 
in the Reaſon he gives, why he wou'd have 
the Word So, to ſignify in ſuch a manner, and 
not, Then : © Becauſe the Subſequent Verſe, 
For he that eateth and drinketh Unworthily &c. 


will be better connected by it, to the former. 


For certainly the Particle For is with as much 
Propriety uſed after © Let a Man Examine him: 
* ſelf and ſo, or then let him Eat, as after © Let 
© a Man examine himſelf, and after ſuch 4 
manner Eat. For ſome Direction to receive 
the Sacrament worthily muſt Neceſſarily be 
imply'd, in both Caſes, to make the Particle 
For of any force; And ſuch Direction is no 
more expreſs d by the Words, Let a Man ex- 

amine 
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[ 63] 
{amine himſelf, and after ſuch a manner Eat; 
than by ſaying, © Let a Man examine himſelf, 
and ſo, or then let him Eat: But may as 
fairly be ſuppoſed contain d in the General 
Direction to examine one's Self, as to obſerve 
my particular manner of Eating whatever. 
Mew. I, ſuſpect a Man has not much to ſay, 
who Picks out Its, and So's, to quarrel with. 
Old. All the Cavils againſt the Sacred 
Writings have no better ſupport when you 
come to examine them. — But thirdly + with 
relation to the Benefits accruing to us, from 
a worthy Participation of the Sacrament, we 
aledge, 1 Cor. 10. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing 
which we Bleſs, is it not the Communion of the 
Blood of Chriſt ? And this our Author himſelf 
conteſles, is by many Learned men interpreted 
to ſignify a Communion, or partaking, of «fl 
the Benefits of Chriſt s Body broken, and Blood 
ſhed. But this likewiſe he Denies. BED 
New. Why 102 © 1 | 
Old. Becauſe, ſays he, the Greek word Korravia 
which is render'd a Communion , ſignifies 
properly a - joint Partaking of ſomething in 
common, with others of the ſame Society, 
and that ſomething can ſignify mo wore than 
ating Chriſf's Body, and drinking Chriſt's 
Blood: And If St. Paul had made uſe of the 
very expreſſions of the Inſtitution, the matter 
vou d have been plain, and the Senſe of the 
Paſſage run thus; which he gives us in a long 


Paraphraſe, To which we 4nſwer , 2 
| St, 
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St. Paul had added the word Benefits, to the 
word Communion, then, the Queſtion wou'd 
have been as clear on the other fide : But as we 
are not to argue from what the Apoſtle might 
have ſaid, but from what he does ſay, He muſt 
therefore prove that kei fignifies only a 
Joint Partaking ; and if he does, he muſt ſtill 
prove that the ſomething, Which is partaken of, 
can; ſignify no more than eating Chriſt's Body, 
and Drinking his Blood, that is, as he woud 
have it, by way of Remembrance. Otherwiſe 
we. fil: ay, that the Paſlage, above quoted; 
ought to be underſtood of a Partaking of all 
the Benefits of Chriſt's Body broken, and Blood 


. ſhed, And here, Sir, you muſt obſerve, that 


aur Author makes no proof of either of the 
Aſſertions; excepting. in what he Argues, 
and concludes from his own Paranbraſe: 
which is of no Authority. I ſay he makes no 
other proof of them, til he comes again to 
argue, from the Apoſtle's own words,, at the 
Concluſion of his, the 4poſtle's, Argument 2. 
21. Ve cannot drink the Cup of the Lord, and 
the Cup of Devils: Ve cannot be partakers 
of the Lord's Table, and of the Table of 
Devils. From which the Book argues, that 
if any. Communion, or joint. Participarioft, of 
Benefits, is to be underſtood} in the former 
z6th werſe, then, to make the Apoſtle conclude 
rightly, we muſt ſuppoſe him to ſay, Ve can- 


not be partakers of the Bene ts of the Lord's 


Table, and the Benefits of the Table _ 
ea 


D 
cou dn't do, | Becauſe no Benefit cou d poſlibly 


eren to the Heathen Worſhippers, them- 
ſelves, To which we reply : No Benefit, it is 
true, cou'd poſſibly be ſuppos d, by the 
Hpoſtle himſelf, to accrue to them: but he 
might without any Abſurdity ſuppoſe, that 
the New, perhaps half-converted Corinthians, 
might ſuppoſe it, and then his Argument 
wou'd be very Rational, and Concluſive. For 
my thing, theretore, that our Author has ſaid, 
gainſt the Interpretation of fo many Learned 
Men, it muſt ſtill be thought good, and we 
muſt believe that real Spiritual Bezefits, accom- 
panying a worthy Participation of the Sacra- 
nent, are declar d in Scripture. But amongſt 
all thoſe Learned Men, whom he allows to have 
nterpreted this paſſage ot Scripture, ainſt 
him, I Fancy his thoughts were chiefly run- 
ning upon the preſent 0ſt Reverend and Worthy 


Lord A. B. of C——y (whom God long pre- 


ſer ve) for that truly Chriſtian Prelate, in his 
very uſelul Catechiſm, p. 156, tells the Que- 
if, that the Bread which we break, is not 
only in Figure, and Similitude, bur by a real, 
Spiritual Communion, Chriſt's Body. And 
the Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs is by the fame 


Conmunion, Chriſt's Blood. And quotes no 


other Authority for ſaying fo, but this Paſſage 
of ours 1 Cor. 10. 16. 3 15 
5 1 


New, 


feathen Deities : which, fays the Book," he 


be ſuppos d by him, to accrue from theſe, 
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New. Did you know who our Author is, as 
well as I do, you woud more than Fancy it. 

Old. But in further ſupport of that ſenſe of 
the Words; we ſay, that % is allow d by 
all Lexicographers, to ſignify Conſortium or Fel- 
lowſhip: and this Senſe of the Word the Bock 
it felt allows: For at Verſe the 2cth of this 

Chapter, it explains the Fellowſhip with De- 
vils, by Communion with Devils. Now, where- 
ever there is Fellowſhip, there is Union of In- 
zereſts ; and therefore if by Eating of the Bread, 
and drinking of the Cup, we are ſaid to have Fel- 
lonſhip with Chriſt, we muſt be ſaid, in ſome 
ſenſe, to become Partakers of his Merits, and 
thereby receive ſome actual Benefit, from ſuch 
a Participation. 

New. I think your Argument very much 
to the Purpole. 

Ola. Fourthly, then, we ſay that the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Lord s Supper is an actual Covenant, 
declar d ſo by Heb. 10. 29. Of how much 
ſorer puniſhment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under Foot the Son of 
God, ana hath counted the Blood of the Covenant, 
wherewith he was ſanctiſy d, an Unholy thing? 
But this the Book pretends to deſtroy, by ſap- 
poſing, all along, that the Euchariſt, or Sacra- 
ment , Was no more than a Commemorative 
Inſti ution : And that whatever mention 1s 
made of a Covenant, or nem Covenant, by the 
Evangeliſts, or Apoſtles, is ſolely to be reterr d 
to the Baptiſmal Covenant ; and 1s not my 

0 


"Xx } 


of the Sacrament, as being any Covenant it 


ſelf: and therefore exprelsly ſays p. 166. that 
if rae Baptiſmal Covenant is broken, the par- 


taking of the Lord's Supper cannot renew it. 
To which we anſwer, Firſt, that there muſt 
neceſſarily be ſome other Covenant alluded to, 
in the New Teſtament, beſides the Covenant 
of Baptiſm , from the words of the Apoſtle, 
above quoted, The Blood of the Covenant: 
For the Articles of the Bapriſmal Covenant, 
conſiſt only in Repentance : Faith in Chriſt: 
and Sprinkling with Water, in the Name of 
the FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST; 
upon performance of which conditions alone, 
God promiſes a Pardon, and forgiveneſs, of 
Sins, And Secondly we ſay, that the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper muſt neceſſarily be 
that other Covenant, becauſe there 1s no other 
Covenant, mention'd in the New Teſtament, 
part of which is, that we ſhou'd partake of 


the Body, and Blood of Chriſt. And the 


miſtake of the Book ariſes from this, that 
Whenever the Author finds it aſſerted, that 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is a Renewal 
of the Baptiſmal Covenant , he ſuppoſes it to 
mean, that the Covenant of Baptiſm is enter d 
into afreſh 3 and therefore argues againſt the 
Poſſbility of Sealing it a ſecond time. Where- 


25 no more is meant by it, than that the effeds 


of the Baptiſmal Covenant are renew d, after 
forfeiture, by another Covenant, of the like 
Nature. And this we ſay was the end and 


12 deſgu 
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[ diſn of our bleſſed Saviour's Inſtituting the 
Lord's Supper, (over and above the Commemo- 
| rative deſign of it) that whereas the Sacra- 
 M ment of Baptiſm leit poſſible room for the en- 
4 tring in of New and Groſs Errors, (and which 
By not being conſiſtent with the Yow thereof, il + 
J made it ſo much the more difficult to believe, 1 
that there was any Remedy to be had, from the 


„ r 


| Graces of that Sacrament, which were for- 
| feited, by the Violation of its Vom) there 
1 might actually be another Remedy, which, ( as 
8 the former was apparent to our Senſes,) might 
1 alſo con ſiſt of Signs both outward and Viſible; 
| Which outward Signs of Benediction, Bred 
and Mine, he choſe preferably to any others, 
[| in Conformity to a like Ceremony, practisd 
[| b+fore, amongſt the Jews. And as he well 
| knew that the Depravity of Man's Nature, 
[ wou d occaſion his frequent falling, he, very 
[i Grationſiyj, permitted, and Commanded, that 
| this Renewing Satrament, ſhoud be frequent) 
Adminiſter'd, inſtead of the Reiteration ol 
Baptiſm : than which Sacrament it was de- 
. ſign d to be more extenſive, as containing 
| allo a Perpetual Memorial of his Death, and 
Paſſion. 
| New. Your Notion then, of this matter, is, 
if I take you right; that the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper is a new Covenant which we 
muſt Neceſſarily enter into, after we have 
once broken our Baptiſmal-Covenant, by any 
continued Courſe of Wickedneſs: and * this 
ew. 
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New-Covenant conſiſts of the ſame Articles 
with the former, excepting that the outward 
Ceremony of Water, is chang'd into Bread, and 
Wine, which becomes very and 4xdeed the 
Fleſh, and Blood of Chriſt, to all thoſe who 
receive it Faithfully: and is alſo to be conſi- 
der'd as a Memorial of his Death, and Paſſion. 
Old. So I wou'd be underſtood. 

New. This account, then I confeſs ſeems to 
make the Inſtitution ſo worthy of its Divine 
Author, that from the Nature of the thing, I 
judge it right : Therefore only deſire you to 
proceed to the /aſt thing, I think, you were to 
prove : That ſome other Poſture is Neceſſary 


for us to receive the Sacrament in, than what 


is merely Decent, at a Common Meal. 
Old. 1 am glad, Sir, to find you have been 


fo attentive, as to know whereabouts T am.— 


The Reaſon of that Aſſertion is grounded up- 
on the words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14. 40. 


Where ſpeaking of our Behaviour in Religi- 


ous Matters, He ſays, Let every thing be 
done DECENTLY. From which we may 
Rationally infer, that ſome other Poſture is 
neceſſary for us to receive the Sacrament in, 
than what wou'd be decent at a Common Meal. 
And therefore that Sitting, in particular, is 
not Decent, as the Book ſuppoſes it to be. 
For no one, ſure; will pretend to ſay, that it 
is Decent, to ſhew no more outward Reſpect 
to God Almighty, when we are performing a 
Solemn Act of Devotion, that is poſitively 

| com- 


[ 70 ] 
commanded by him , than when we are per- 
forming a Natural Action, that is common 
to us with the Brute Creation. But this the 
Book thinks to evade, by inſerting the Word 
Neceſſary. It may be Decent the Book allows, 
but not Neceſſarily Decent, Let it be ſo.— 
Tho, if occaſion were, we cou'd likewiſe 
prove, it Neceſſarily Decent. — But, in the 
name of Goodneſs ! what Pious, and Devout 
Chriſtian, nay ſober and Conſcientious Deiſt, 
woud talk at ſuch a rate?— What! as the 
great Biſhop Stilling fleet obſerves, * Mult thoſe 
* who believe in God, look at gothing in his 
* Worſhip beyond what is plainly Neceſſary) ? 
It can never be prov d Neceſſary to Salva 
tion to have Parochial Churches, well built, or 
* Decent Pu/pits, or Pews in them; Or to go 
© to thoſe Churches in a more orderly Dre/s, 
than we ſet in «at Home: Or to have the 
© Pſalms ſet to the beſt Tunes: Or our Bibles 
Handſomely Bound. —Yet there is ſuch a 
© becoming Decency, in theſe things, as argues, 
© that what relates to God, and his Wor(bip, 
« ought to have ſomething above what is merely 
* Neceſſary. It is certain, continues that Reli- 
gious relate, That the Worſbip in the Jen- 
© iſþ Temple might have been perform'd, after 
© a fort, by a tar leſs number of Men; with 
© fewer courſes of Singers; with fewer Prieſts ; 
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with fewer Levites of ſeveral Ranks, and De- 
© nominations, than were ſpecially appointed, 


by God himſelf, to attend it: But God _ 
e 
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n 
be worſhip'd in a way becoming his GREAT- 
he | © NESS, becoming His MAJESTY. So that 
rd | we are only to enquire, whither any parti- 
(cular, Solemn way of Worſhip, be of This 
Nature, and if it appear to be ſo, we are 
ſe || © oblig'd to promote, and maintain it. Stilling fleet 
e Eccleſ. Caſ. 2d Part, p. 570. But, to return. 
it II fay Sitting, above all other Poſtures, is never 
} co be allow d of. Becauſe we know it was a 
e © Cuſtom brought in by the Arians, in ſome 
e neaſure, to ſhew their ſmall regard for Chriſt; 
ic WW is ſignifying that he was zo. more than their 
fellow. CREATURE. For, as to what is ſaid 
In behalf of that Poſture : that we ought to 
continue it, becauſe it was made uſe of By 
o our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, during the Ori- 
„ Meine Inſtitution. We anſwer, that if it really 
e ve fo, which is far from ever being prov'd, 
it was no more than an Accidental Poſture: . 
a and therefore of no Obligation to us, if for ſo- 
„ % Reaſons we don't think fit to follow it. I 
„ ᷑dbou dn t have detain'd you ſo long, with mat- 
y ers of mere Ceremony: but to obviate a Wilely' 
- BK inſnzation, of our Author's, that Churches are 
ot neceſſarily Decent ; by his obſerving to 
r bs, in his Marginal Note, p. 61. That tho 
the Apoſtle is ſpeaking as if there were par- 
; I ticular Places, at that time, ſet apart, or 
- I} Conſecrated, to Religious Uſes, fo as to be 
„ entirely free from all the common Ules of 
{ ite, yet that Paſſage which wou d make us 
e think fo, does not prove it. If he 1 not 
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ſome ſuch ill Intent, It will be difficult for 


any Perſon to ſhew, what occaſion he had to 


make ſuch a Note, or how it Illuſtrates his 
Argament.— And thus, Sir, you have the 


whole, in as ſmall a compaſs as -poſhble, of 
every thing which I have to ſay againſt the 
Book at preſent. It you deſire any Explanations 
of it: Or have any thing to reply to it: I ſhall 
be very glad to give them you, and to hear it. 
Mew. No Sir, J am fully fatisfy'd my elf 
that every thing you have been ſaying, is very 
Reaſonable, and Right, and ſhall endeavour to 
convince others of it, as I promis d you. But 
give me leave to obſerve, that the whole of 
this Diſpute, ſeems to turn upon This. You 


both agree in the ſame Texts of Scripture; 


but differ in the Senſe and Meaning ot them. 
Now, how are we to know which Interpreta- 
tions are really the Beſt: n 

Ola. For that: Every one muſt uſe his own 
Judgment and ' Diſcretion. We can but {et 
the Texts in the cleareſt Light, and every 


one muſt draw the beſt Inferences he is able, 


afterwards. But I think I have ſomething 
very Material to urge, in behalf of thoſe Ar- 
guments, Which I have made uſe of my ſelf, 
in common with others, and which 1 fhall 
Illuſtrate by a Caſe that is very Parallel.— 
Suppoſe any two Lawyers, diftering in Opt- 
nion about an antient Statute, or Act of Par- 
liament; one ſaying, that this or that is the 
Meaning of it, which the other W 

| They 
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c | They appeal to the Judge. The Statute id 


o produc'd and read. What does the Judge do 4] 
In this Caſe? Never fails to tell Bed | | 
e to your Reports; it is a very Antient Statute, | 
Turn to your Par- Boots? See what Judg- 4 
e || ments have 'formerly'deer given upon it: ö 
s | Thoſe who liy d neareſt che Times of making | 
It © it, were moſt} likely 'to'! underſtand its trus A 
f. Meaning. Conſider What has been the con- 
inud Pralice, in Purſuance of that Statute; | 
y | Now the ſame Authority, Which the moſt = "4 
o Learned of the Judges ' allow the Tedr-Books A 
it to have in- dubious Points of Lam, arift — 
from Antient Statutes, We think in Reaſon — 


u oaght to be granted to the Antient Fathers of al 
che church, who liv'd near the Apoſtolich | 
Ages, in dubious Points of Divitity. 
„e, Notwithſtanding -whiat 1 Faſbioneblj 


| corp them the other Day, I think fo in- 5 

N Pie eee 4 e280 "FEES 499 0 a 

tl Ol. Then, Sir, I muſt conclude, that the 

Opinion and Practiee of that great number of 

„Fathers, and Doctors of the Church; with 
g Other Chriſtian Writers, who flouriſh'd in the 1 
'- I three firſt Centuries of Chriſtianity, and who 

f, WI almoſt Unanimouſly tell us, that The Breax 

d Wine were actually Conſecrated by our 

—- | Saviour at the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, 

- ind chat it continu'd to be fo in their Days 

* the Prieſt : That Self-Examination was 

Aways thought Neceſſary before receiving 

. I: That it was always look d upon as a re- 
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newal of the Bapts/mial Covenant And thit 
it.convey'd to us God's Spiritual Grace and 
Aſliſtance : And that the Poſture it ought to 
be receiv d in was either Standing or Meeling 
I. ſay that ſuch a Concurtence of - Antietit 
Opinions, ſome of which at leaſt were pub. 
liſh'd almoſt as ſoon as the Inſpir d Writings 
themſelves, (being in ſupport and Con firma. 
tion of ſuch. Expolitions of the ſeveral Texts, 
as I have been giving you,) ſhou'd have 2 
great weiglit, and go a conſiderable length, in 
Determining Men's Private; Judgments in Fa- 
vour of them. And to carry this Parallel a 
little further, with regard to the Opinion and 
Doctrine of the Church, or an Aſſembly of 
the Paſtors of it, which I have ſo often in- 
ſited upon. Let any Sober- minded Man 
think, Wwhither he ought not, in common 
Prudence, ſooner to truſt the Determination 
of all the Judges, met together to con ſider cf 
any Doubtful Law Caſe, than to the ſingle 
Opinion of any Private unaſſiſted Counſel 
whatever. icky 0 oft tet art 
New. I agree with you entirely; and am 
now fully perſwaded that His Interpretations 
of Scripture aſt be falſe. | 


_—_ : 


. 


Old. Nay, the Author himſelf ſeems Con- 
ſcious of it. What elſe can be the meaning 
of p. 64 If the manner in which I have 
* choſen to treat the Subject ſhou'd appear to 
< ſome to ſtand in need of an Apology. - So 
*p.88. © What I have faid does not ſeems. 70 

6 me 
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© me to imply in it any thing contrary to the 
© Diſcipline of Chriſtians in Juſtin Martyr's 
Age. And again p. 157. If any Perſon 
think this a Low Character of ſuch a Rite 
(inſtituted by our Lord himſelf. With 
ſeveral other Marks of Doubt and Uncertainty. 
New. He may believe what he pleaſes of it 
himſelf: But I can never believe it will do 
the leaſt Service to any one, ſingle, Perſon. 
014. Any Service! What ſuch an aſſemblage 
of diſcouraging , Earthly, Idea's as won'd 
freeze even a Zealous Chriſtian! © 
Mew. Yes: As when he tells us, that if 
the Inſtitution of the Sacrament appear lo- 
and mean, from his Repreſentation of ir, He 
„ {© can't help it—He gives it us 48 it it, and we | 
n naſt be contented. p. 157. And bids us, when | 
e make Confeſſion of our Sins, take care 
nad be ſure not to confeſs too much, p. 215. 
And adviſes Us to eat a little Bit of ſomething, 
e in the Morning, before we receive the Sacra- 
4 W ment, as more agrecable to the Original Infti- - 
ution, p. 183. | 7 
* 0/4. Nay; I don't queſtion, but we ſhall 
e all his other Converts making as free with 
him, as your ſelf; when they come ſeriouſly , 
Lo conſider his Doctrine, as you have done: 
o Yet for my own part, I cant perſwade my 
elk to be Pleaſant, upon ſo Serious a Subject. 
o But muſt really ſay, that if his Book be. no- 
o 2 Sermon, as he tells us, in his Preface, it once 
zo Vas: Ithink it one of the molt Spiritleſs, Un- 
8 | K 2 ediſying 
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Ahh ing, Pieces of Divinity, Jever met with, 
in my Life. Quite different from thoſe Su- 
line Diſcourſes, of that truly Chriſtian 45235 
St. Chryſoſtom, upon the ſame Subject. 
you pleaſe I will turn to a few: Paſſages, — 
read them to you, by way of. cia, alter 
ſo unmholſome a Banquet. | 
New. I ſhall be much oblige to you. 
Old. 1 have them, ſome where, aa“ d down. 
Here they are. He 1s Preaching before a 
large Audience on the Nature of the Sacrament. 
; Open the Gates of Heaven, and ſee; or rather 
© not Heaven, but the Heaven of Heavens, and 
8 ' then you will ſee what I ſay. For that which 
is the moſt honourable of all things there, 
* that will I now ſhew you upon Earth; Not 
© Angels, or Archangels, But the great Maker 
of them all: Whom you not 'only ſee, but 
© touch, and eat. And again, 
Let us therefore become Eagles, nad fly up 
« with him into Heaven: Let us have nothing 
to do with the Earth: But look upward to 
* the Sen of Righteouſneſs. Lot us not re- 
*ceive him with pallated Handi, but come to 
him with Reverence, and all imaginable Pu- 
_*rity. Saying, By this Body I am no longer 
Earth, and Aſbes; By this Body, I am no 
longer a Captive, but Free. For this J hope 
*to receive Heaven, and all the good things 
therein; Immortal Life, the Condition 
« Angels, the Society of Chriſt. Cleanſe 7 
c fore and waſh thy Soul ; prepare thy Mi 
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h, „for che reception of theſe Holy'Myferies:- 
1 And ſpeaking, in another —— 
„ a proper Sep aratiam to be made of the Miby, 
If rom the Vnworsby, Communicants, He 
nd I fays; Let no Cruel, no ' Unworthy, no ins- 
ter pure, Soul, come near this Table,” I ſpeak 

this as well to thoſe that Miniſter, as thoſe 

oho receive the Euchariſt: For it is neceſfary 
ox. to ſay this to you-who Minter, that you may 
e a | diſtribute the Gifts with great Cue. There 
nt. (is no ſmall Puniſhment hangs over your 
her (Heads, if you give the Euchariſt hnowingly, 
und to any Flagitious Man. His Blood ſhall be 
ich I requir d at your Hands. But you will ſay, 
re, how ſhall T know what ſuch or ſuch an one 
Not Neis? I (peak not of rhoſe that are un, 
cher but of thoſe that © are known. Jowill ſay- 
but MY fearfub Word: It is not ſo bad to admit Ener- 

_ «gamers, or Demoniacis, to this Holy Place, 
eas thoſe Men who, as St. Paal fays, Tread 
Chriſi ander Foot, and count v Blood of the 
( lovenant an unholy thing, and do deſpite ro the 
Hirit of Grace. — And in another place, 
ſpeaking to the Communicants them felder, after 
What manner they ſhou'd approach the Altar, 
Do it, ſays he, with Fear, and Reverence, 
'with a pure Conſcience, Faſting and Prayer. 
* Conſider what a Sacriſite you partake of, 
* what a Table you approach unto. Conſider, 
that thou who art but Daſt, and Abbes, re- 
'ceiyeſt the Body , and Blood , of Chrif. 
; GOD calls these. to his own Table, 1 Oy 

ore 
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_ *before-thee his Som ; where the Angelica 
Powers ſtand about, with fear, and trem 
bling: And the Cherubims cover their Faces 
Land the Holy Seraphims cry, with Rewe 

\ "rence, HOLY. , HOLY, HOLY, Lordy 
- *©GOD of HOSTS. Let US, - therefore 
come with the greateſt Reverence alſo, - and 

© give thazks, and fall down, and confeſs ou 
Sins; and with Tears bewail our Offences 

© and offer our fervent Prayers to GOD; aa 

* ſo purifying our ſelves, in quietneſs, and a 

cent order, let us receive the Holy and in 

© maculate Sacrifice. Let us receive and em 

© brace it, and therewith warm our Souls} 

© that we come not together to JudementÞ 

and Condernmation, but to create in ourſelves 

© Sobriety, of Mind, Charity, and Virtue, and 

© to reconcile our {elves to God, and obtain 

© lefting Peace, and whatever other bleſſings 
b © ariſe from thence: that we may not only 
[i « Sanitify ourſelves, but alſo Edify thoſe thai 
== © are round about us*.—- What think -youl 
© of this, my Friend? — This is talking like 
a Chriſtian |. This is Preaching lite a Biſnop 
Mew. I Bluſh for myſelf, — I was ve 
much to blame at our firf--meeting.— I am 
confounded. — I muſt take my Leave of you. 


* Bingham Antiq. Vol. 6. p. $67. 896. 
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